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Greetings to all, the faithful of ouxssociation

Another grandsuccessfub5th reunion is in the
history booksDon andBarbara Gurney picked up
the flag for us and carried it to a victory. Great
location, great weather, beautiful pacific blues and
emerald greens of Lake Tahoe; great hospitality,
good friends and oldcomrades - what a
combination! What a grand reunion! Small

compared to other reunions in total numbers, but
rich in participation and camaraderie. Hats are off
and
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toé. Don ‘Barbar a!

The membership meeting was well attended a
a very productive one it was. One topic of
discussion captured the attention and participation
of many for nearly a whole hour. The topic was
introduced within a discussion of the evolution of
my two, most favorite organizations, this
Associationand he Fi g ht i fidth, &d fitt vy
went something like this.

The Fi g ht | AFGth dStartddtag a photo
reconnaissance group, then a wing. It then

S C O R Ntgngitioned to a SIGINT mission, cycling over the

years through different aircraft such as the-RB
the RB50, the RB47, and now, nine series of the
RC-135 Rivet Join}.

At the end of the Cold
was replaced with an overall tactical employment
due to technology upgrades of equipment and the
nature of warfare. Other missions have bedded
to the wunit, providing dominant intelligence,
surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR); active
electronic attack; command and control; and
precision awareness to national leadership and
warfighters across the spectrum of conflict.

The organizations othe Wing now include
national guard units, intelligence squadrons,
linguists, and special operators. The s&B& we
knew years ago is buried away in a huge
organization of 30+ squadrons with approximately
7,000 active duty assigned. The name of the Wing
was changed eighteen ye
reconnai ssanceo 558 Wikg, ¢ ¢
because of the many varied missions.

Our Association has also evolved over the
years. Starting as th&5" Elint Association and
changing in 1985 to the55" Strategic
Reconnaissance Wing Associatioto better reflect
the entire makeup of the Wing at that time. It
matured from a group of military comrades
celebrating their service and comradeship, as an
informal organization holding periodic reunions,
into an incoporated, taexempt, war veterans
association actively involved with th&5" Wing,
often participating directly in wing events.

We have the distinctive advantage over other
unit-specific  veteran organizatians we are
connected to a living, breathing, et duty Air
Force unit. We have a large pool of potential
members. Other veteran organizations whose linage
units were disbanded years ago have a finite pool of
members. Unfortunately, their days are numbered.

Our Associationwith its noble purposes bahe
possibility and responsibility of carrying on the
cause, thé= i g h t i 4Fifih lggacy. tlryorder to
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continue that legacy, we must remain an active,
viable association with an increasing membership
éand especially in
This has been a tough challenge in recent years.

Some facts to consider as time marches on are:
the last member of th&5" Wing who also served in
the 55" Strategic Reconnaissance Wingetired

this past July; again, it has been eighteen years since
ssanceo

itsrategic reconnai
55" Wing. A significant fact now is: our
Association must be more attractive to the vast
member pool of these past eighteen years and into
the future.

My guestion put to the membership, only as an
item of discussion and with no proposals for action
was: nls it time for
name of theAssociatior? 6 | t was
stated byDick Nussbaum that we must remain
irel evant o as an

Flexibility, being the key to air power, for the
future, we must adapt when the necessity to adapt
has you surrounded. The outcome of the discussion
at the Membership meeting is described very well in
the minutes of the Membership meeting in
following pages. Beyond thathe discussion still
continuesé.stay tunedééé

Some very good news for thessociation A
request to the Internal Revenue Service justifying
our tax status and requesting a change was
successful. We remain a federal tax exempt 501(C)
19 veterans orgaration. However, the IRS now
recognizes us as a veterans organization with at
least 90% (actually 97%) members beimgr
veterans and that we are organized primarily for
the purposes consistent with a war veterans
organization; thusgonors can deduct fromtheir
federal income taxes contributions made to the
Association Specific receipts for donations will be
given to donors.

| have gone a bit long this time, but these two
items are important to the future of thesociation

All the best for the HolidaySeason. Best of
health and reunions with family. Come see us at the

attr ac tVidemgs CenoigJimv e

ussteding ( 88 hsiidte?
t h e gamagageriey imgn@p[ieg,, renewal,

Birthday Ball in April. A basket full of luck in
2010.

duty member

* * * * *

27" REUNION
55 SRW@SS%CIATION
NO

ame name

1518 SEPTEMBER 2009

Members, families and friendsf ahe 55"
Associationmetini The Bi ggesattheL i t
Silver Legacy Resort Casinofor yet another
2 i lFagon @od s tt
and otherwise
good times.

associ at iGharmanDoncGyirpay with hig trusty sipiekiske

Barbara, did an outstanding job of organization and
coordination to pull it off.

This gathering could best be described as
ominimalistd in that t h
attendees to spend in the hospitality room, roam the
city, attend the air racesjuseums, whatever. Some
gven found time to shop, or dare we say, try their
luck at games of chance?

A <. i

Registration began on Tuesday th&' #5d was
steady through the next day. Here @tearlie and
Jane Watersmanning the tab.

Almost 100 folks took the scenic bus ride up to
Zephyr Cove at Lake Tahoe to enjoy a luncheon
cruise aboard théMS Dixie Il The weather and
scenery were idyllic for the two hour voyage. A few
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souls without hats or sun screen found out that at To: The men and women of thes" SRW

7500 fee t Ol 6 Sol i's a bit Asdowasoeatthea reehiortirhRenoaNiver t hi n
to help cook some seasoned hides. First and foremost, | would like to express my
On one bus, during the ride back to the hotel, regrets thataura and | cannot bevith you at the

Jumpi nd J o atterGoyed o keadia ciisy reunion. The ORI inspection here at Offutt will
|l ong, but mostly h e | u shave nikifulyrengagede d some f ol ks
afternoon siesta. He later wjagned by other voices As you receive these words at your banquet, |
in a songfest in the hospitality room that went deep fully expect to be celebrating

into the evening. Mayhap a littteo deep for some. yet another outstanding performance with the men

and womenofthei ght i ndé. Fi fty FI
Beyond this inspection, the Airmen of tB&"
continue to fly combat missions in Operation
Enduring FreedonfSW Asia) as they have done in
that region since 1990. It is an honor to be their
commander.
| am impressed daily by our innovative, young
airmen and officers, who have adapted the-R%5
and our tactics to fight and win a war that is very
different than that for which the airplane was

Joe and Regie exercise their pipes (or howling at ~ originally designed.

the moon? It would seem.) These warriors are saving US and coalition lives

R o on the ground, while helping hunt down and
Thur sday omembershipmeeting was eliminate some very bad people. At the same time
well attended, lively and fully informativeSge the our strategic missions continue unabated around

minutes following this article.)T hat eV en ih& Ggdl$ doing those things that provide vital
banquet was delightful and many commented that jntelligence to our national leaders, assure our
the meal was among_the best ever for a gathering gjjies, and dissuade/deter our enemies.Aleg ht i
that size, and the service wapstb. Fifty-Fithi s sti l |l truly #@in
Hi ghlights included Pr e gk geechrfying dnith® legdcy? tRaftAeSnfembers
remarks andReverend Fr alays Gl gfSyfeds" SRW Association left for the 55th
entertaining style. On display was tﬁé Wing Wing. No other group has such close and enduring
Hall of Fame plaque dedicated to &A" spouses, ties to our current mission. You represent a very
past, present and future, that was presented at last proud linage of airmen wh have flown and

spri 5‘5ﬂbWiBg Birthday Ball. (Full coverage supported some of our n
was published i n Ndeswtis ApgransOiSt iivSeS URi O i ofnhs€é o f t er
Omnia). It was the appreciated center of attention | o ¢ o gnition outside a sn
for the rest of the evening. Continued success in any mission depends on
* ok ok ox % honoring the past and acknowledging all that has
The president also read a letter from &&" been done by those who have gone before. Itis no
Wing Commander, to the asmblage. The content  different in the55". That is why the55" SRW
follows: Association mission is so importantyou preserve
From: BGen Jack ShanahapnCommander55™ those ties.
Wing, Offutt AFB, NE. My sincere thanks for all that thi&essociation

has done, and will continue to do, on belddlthe
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Fi ght i 4fifih. Flodk fosvard to continuing
our association. Laura and | are certainly looking
forward to the Birthday Ball and th€ales of the
55" in the spring.
Have a great time at the reunion!
*x * * * *

J.N.T.S.

All'in all, the three days passed very quickly and
it can be noted that this reunion was one more in a
long line of memorable occasions.

Later in this issue you will find the list of
attendees and a picture montage of the people and
events from the reunion

* % * % %

55" STRAT RECON WING
ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES
17 September 2009
Silver Legacy Hotel, Reno, NV

The meeting was called to order Byesident Jim
Thomasat 0903. He stated that the meeting notification
was in the April 200 Associationnewsletter, and that a
guorum was present. He made opening remarks
welcoming the assemblage, among other general
statements.

He called uporSecretary Max Moore to read the
minutes from the last membership meeting of 17 May
2008. Moore statedor the record that the subject
minutes were published in the June 2008 issue of the
Videmus Omnia and were posted on thissociation
web site.Charles Waters moved to dispense with the
reading of the minutes. SecondedBil Simon. Motion
passed.

PresThomas therrecapped Assaociation business
and Board actions since the last reunion in May of 2008.
It was a busy 18 months with significant events. The
financial issues resulting from the 2008 reunion in DC
were resolved through the diligent efforts Bicky
McMahon, the reunion chair. It took several months to
settle the hotel and bus company charges, but all came
out in theAssociatiob s f avor and
to the treasury.

Thomas talked of the success of thales of the
55" the 55" Wing Birthday Ball, the Wing Hall of

Fame, and theA s s o c i &Awardo for6Excellence
(Winner: MSgt Maria Bell of the 58' Security Police
Sgdés EIlite Guar dMssocidded si t
involvement is a continuing source of positive exposure
for the Assomtion to the active duty Wing personnel.

He told of how theAssociationOffutt-area members
helped say farewell to the outgoin§5th Wing
CommanderBGen James Jonesand his ViceColonel
Rob Maness this past summer. The members then
continued theAssodation tradition of welcoming the
newest wing commandeBGen John N. T. Shanahan
by hosting a dinner for him shortly after his arrival.

The president recognizalll Ernst, the Nomination
Committee chair, to put forth the slate &ection to the
Board of Directors. Ernst explained that under the
recently revised Association Bylaws, all the directors
were now elected positions. He listed the nominees for
the maximum 19 allowed slots &parky Adams, Sam
Pizzo, Don Griffin, Joe Gyulavics, Bill Ernst, Max
Moore, Robb Hoover, Errol Hoberman, Jim Thomas,
Michael Cook, Ricky McMahon, Dennis Haun, Larry
Utley, Jim Maloney, George Ross, Fox Censullo, Pete
Glenboski, Kevin Todd, and Don Kelly. (Charles
Waters chose to retire from the Board(Note: Kelly
previously served on the BoD as an active duty rep when
he was the Deputy Ops Group Commander)

: & &

/ £ - <55
Waters moved the slate be accepted and that the
nominations be closed. Seconded by many. The motion
passed, and the nominees weretelbby acclamation.
It was announced that timext reunionin the spring
of 2011 would be headed up I3reg Smith, and be
held at the Holiday Inn in McKinney, TX, near Dallas.

f u n dSandywrelgdkamphas voluntegredg with the help of her

husbandAlan, to run thereunion in the fall of 2012 in
Colorado Springs, CO. A vote by the members in
attendance approved the reunion sites.
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Pres Thomas recogniz&bn Gurney and his wife,
Barbara, for their outstanding work in setting up and
running this reunion. They were affied a standing
ovation.

He then gave the latest information on aiplingress
action dealing withthe tax status of theAssociation
IRS documentation, discovered in the sum to our
Omaha reunion, showed that the IRS claimed that the
Association did not qualify for donors to be able to
deduct contributions made to our organization. Efforts to
make administrative changes in operations, redefining
our membership classes, codifying our purposes,
rewriting our bylaws to document our compliance with
the IRS rules were recently completed. As an
association, we have for some years walked the walk of
the IRS. We needed to document that and lockdown our
administrative definitions to better show compliance.
Contacts with the IRS indicated that our request for
relief was favorably judged and that contributions
made to, and for the use of the 85SRW Association,
may be deducted for federal income tax purposes
The final approval l etter
September. We will include specific detaitd the
provisions and effects to the membership and
Association in the upcomirjg newsletter.

Charlie Waters was recognized for his long and
dedicated service to the organization, and for his
leadership in laying the foundatidior what the55"
SRW Association has become. His wife Jane was
praised for her support and service, as well.

Pres Thomas noted that outgoing secretary Max
Moore had been awarded Life Membership for his
dedicated service and many contributions to the sscce
of the Association

The president then presented some background
information on the evolution of our association and the
evolution from thes5" Strategic Reconnaissance Wing

with its Cold War mission to the new missions of the
55th Wing He touched orthe generational changes,
multiple types of mission aircraft, changing and
additional missions and growth to a wing with 30+
squadrons, and permanent locations around the globe.

It has been nearly 18 years since the Wing carried
the distinguished handl#f strategic reconnaissance. The
Wing name now more generically reflects it multi
mission purposes. The president then initiated a
discussion by posing a question to the membership:s
it time for us to consider changing the name of our
associ &éemphasized that this was amitial
inquiry , an open discussion to gain the feelings of the
membership present (8D attending), andhat there
was no intent to put in play any eminent proposals.

There followed an open, civil, widanging
discussion as amy members voiced their opinions,
asked questions, gave suggestions, etc. It was
acknowledged theAssociation needed to remain
relevant to the present and current day relationship with

the active duty Wing. Quotes such as
®sumvinv d dhev arlavi dwemnékdoio gaatinmua rv ¢
t o adapt 6, 6appeal to yol
dut yo, were expounded. |t

through the process before and changed the name in
1985 from the 58 ELINT Association to the current
name in order to be morecinisive in membership.

Names suggested were: the geneécT h55"

As s oc i; #he B5h BVing Associatioy as the
presentdap5’'i s des iltghaglkdi-fith Fi
Associatiom which transcends and is inclusive of all
generations of the Wing.

While no consensus was sought, no motions
made, nor action taken it can be stated that there was
no overt opposition, nor open resistancéo the idea of
a name change. In fact Secretary Moore asked at the
conclusion of the nearly holwng discussion, ifthe
following characterization could be used in these
minutes to sum up the tenor of the assemblagen T h e r
was general acceptance of the prospect of changing
the name of theAssociatiord There was tacit approval
of that statement.

The membership will bekept apprised of any and
all ensuing steps in this process, and it was conceded
that a vote from the entire membership would be
sought before any final action

Newsletter Editor Moore opened a general
discussion on thé\ssociatiod s n e wsMidentus e r
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Omnia) purpose, content, publishing, etc., and
encouraged any and all for article and news input, and/or
suggestions to make the issues more diverse, interesting,
and relevant to the membership at large.
The meeting adjourned at 1028.
Respectfully submitted
Max R. Moore, Secretary
*x * % * %

Immediately after the membership meeting,
the Board of Directors met and the following
members were elected or appointed to the
positions indicated in the following directory.

i it
Y e

L to R: Ross, McMahon, Malone Waters, Ernst,
Hoover, Gyulavics, Griffin, Thomas. Photo by Max.

* * % % %

ASSOCIATION BOARD AND
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Business/Policy/Reunion Suggestions:
President Jim Thomas

4418 Anchor Mill

Bellevue, NE 68123168

E-mail: JThomas927@aol.com
Vice President Ricky McMahon

14325 Orlando Road

Nokesville, VA 20181

E-mail: Rick_CaryMc@comcast.net
Membership/Dues/Changes of Address:
Treasurer Michael Cook

3204 Rahn Blvd

Bellevue,NE 68123

E-mail: Michael.Cook@cox.net
Secretary Kevin Todd

2922 Blackhawk Circle

Bellevue, NE 68123711

E-mail: Guyn5gals@msn.com
Newsletter Editor Max Moore

201 Basswood Court

Bellevue, NE 68002001

E-mail: MaxMoore55@aol.com
AssociationHistorian:

Robb Hoover

13412 Tregaron Circle

Bellevue, NE 68123

E-mail: RobbHoover@aol.com
AssociationWeb Page Comments/ldeas:

Jim Maloney

7908 KoneCircle

Papillion, NE 68046619

E-mail: jim@maloney.com
Other Members of the Board of Directors:

Sam Pizzo, Sparky Adams, Bill Ernst, Errol
Hoberman, Don Giriffin, Joe Gyulavics, Fox
Censullo, George RossDennis  Haun, Pete
Glenboski, Larry Utley, Don Kelly. Active Duty:
LtCols John CooperandMo Krishna.

* * * * %

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

As of 30 September 2009, thessociation had
747 memberén good standing That isincrease of
48 from April 2009. Due toa continuing effort to
encourage members to renew their dues, and the
recruiting of new members, memberships and
renewals are coming in regularly.

Last January, 212 letters were sent to members
whose dues had expired in 2008. Responses were
received from 02 to renew. There has been amail
ongoi ng obfreminderg, deviell.

It is hoped this newsletter will prompt more
of the same as we await those who need to update
for 2009 and beyond

Another 38 55" Wing units, plus other
associated organizatis, receive the newsletter for
public relations purposes.


mailto:JThomas927@aol.com
mailto:MaxMoore55@aol.com
mailto:RobbHoover@aol.com
mailto:jim@maloney.com

Approximately 160 widows of former members
receive the newsletter at no cost, and are welcome
to participate in any and allssociationactivities.

Please note that as a result of the recentiogvis
of the Association Bylaws, the categories of

membership have been redefingdee pages-80)
*x * * * *

The Association still claims members in ab0
states,plus DC, Guam, Puerto Rico, and APOs in
Europe and the PacifitéNebraska leads with 27.
Texas, Florida and California in that order are in
triple digits.

The number ofctive duty memberscontinues
to increase, largely due to thdssoci at i
exposure to th&Ving at events such as thiales
and Birthday Ball, in addition to the solid sagot of
theWing senior staff at Offutt.

* % * % %

TREASURERG6S REPO®

The Association as of 30 September 2009, had
an account balance $23,908ease pay your dues
promptly, or early and frequently. We have

expenses, obligations and bills to pay
*x * * * %

Occasionally, members include modest
amounts of money over and above what is
required for dues to add to the treasuryhose
donations (NOT DUES) are now_tax deductible
under_a recent IRS ruling for the organization.
Every dollar is meh appreciated. We can use the

economic stimulus like every other group.
* * * * *

The most asked question of the membership
chairman is, i Wh a t i's the expir
d u e sl?2ie_indicated on_your address label
under your name YOUR DUES EXPIRE: 20xx

For example20090n your address label means
your dues will expire on 31 December 2009. Any
other year indicates that your dues will expire on 31
December of theindicated year. If you are

delinquent, or run out on 31 December this year,
please renewsoonest

Anyone whose membership expired2@08was
taken off the memben-goodstanding roll
effective 1 April 2009. To be reinstated, please
remit $20to become current through 31 December
2009 Another $20 will be due for 2010. There are
110 persons whose dues went delinquent as of 1
April, and we will be contacting once again, each of
those lost members.

* %

Effective 1 January 2009, membership dues
became$20 per year or $55 for three years All
anthvaasn c eexpivatoa dates@re being honored if
you paid at the former rate$he new dues rates
commenced for any membership expiration date of
2008 or later.

Dues are payable anytime during an
expiration year, so, please renew now. The
dar year is the dues year.
ues becomalelinquent on31 March of the
year following the expiration yeaAfter 1 April of
that year, delinquent members will be notified that
their membership has expired and they will no
longer receive théssociationnewsletter(Ouch.)

This provides a 15 momtwindow to pay your
dues. Of course, we prefer sooner rather than later.

Notice a continuing theme here?

* * * % *

* * %

If your dues expire in 2009, please remit
payment to 55SRW Association as soon as
practical for future years.

Mail to: 55" SRW Association

ATTN: Michael J. Cook
PO Box 13165
at.i n 9 l’zlitttAléB’ NoEf6811n§
Bol whatBver reason, if yé’u doot know
your expiration date, to inquire on same, please

e-mail Michael.Cook@coxnet; or drop him a

note at the above address to get an update on

your dues status.

You will also find a membership/information
update form at the back of this newsletter. This
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form may used to report any address or other
changes in your contact informaton.

New members receive théssociatiod s -d u a
shield lapel pin and &5"SRWA memorial coin
when they join.

Current members desiring replacement or
additional lapel pins can get them from Cook for
$5.00 prepaidif you want more than one pin, the
cost B just $3.00 for each additional pin if mailed at
the same time; i.e. one pin, $5; two pins, $8; three
pins $11; etc.).

Thomas and Moore have pins and coins, as well,
so members in the Omaha area can get the pins
from any of those three for $3.00 withotite
postage. Extra Memorial coins are $5.00 each.

* % * % %

THE ASSOCIATION HOSTS NEW
55" WING COMMANDER

Keeping alive what is now an established
tradition which began in 1997, members of the
Associationin the Offutt/Omaha community hosted
Colonel (BG-sel) John (Jack) Shanahanon 19
May 2009, for dinner
south Omaha. He took command of B&" Wing
at Offutt AFB, NE, on 24 April 2009.

Seventeen gents met Col Shanahan for a social
hour and the event opened with the igdlory
ringing of the55" Ceremonial Bell.

Wﬁ 1.
= L)
\ -
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Seated, L to R: Larry Utley, Jim Thomas, Colonel
Shanahan, Reg Urschl er,
Standing, L to R: LtCol Bill Jensen, Dick Purdum,

Arlen Howe, LtCol Mike Kelly, MikeCook, Don Kelly,

Max Moore, Fred Schapker, Robb Hoover, Harry Tull,

John Tresmer, Frank Hicks, Jim Maloney.

President Jim Thomas welcomed Col Shanahan
with opening remarks that included noting that the
bhssemblage represented nearly 250 accumulative
yearsof service with thé= i g h t | -Fifbh. Thenf t
the attendees did a rounobin of introductions of
themselves. Always an illuminating and riveting
exercise(Say what?)

Col Shanahan was presented with a copy of the
book We ®e All by Bruce Bailey, and Bill
Burrowd s  bBy @hky,Means Necessaby Pres
TRegmesh ony 6s Steak House i

The colonel then wound up the convivial
evening by expressing his appreciation for the
service and dedication of the55" SRW
Associationand its members, the preserias, and
for the hosted gathering. He said he was looking
forward to a continued close relationship with the
Associationduring his tenure as leader of the best
wing in the Air Force.

* % * * %

COLD WAR MONUMENT
UPDATE

Dennis Haun. (condt)

Ever the diligent monitgrJack Kovacs has
continued to give updates on the status of3He
SRW Cold War Memorial at the National Museum
of the Air Force near Wrighatterson AFB, OH.



Last February he first reported there was a commi ttee to review the Assoc
hairline crack in the base of the monument, and 2nd Byl aws fiwi wide clarficationg reraove t

.. contradictions and to incre
contacted Dodds Monuments who made QOOd their recommend whether revisions were needed. That committee

guarantee on replacing the base. _T_he repla_lcement was to report back NLT 15 June 2008 and a determination
base was ordered to match the original design and would be made on the next steps to be taken.
material. Subsequently, itwas determined that a thorough

That story was covered in detail in an article in update/revision of the Bylaws, which were last revised in June

. . . . 2005, would be beneficial to the Association.
the last issue dfidemus Omnia April 2009. Robb Hoover was appointed to chair a Bylaws Rewrite

The repacement base arrived in early August  committee, consisting of Michael Cook and Dennis Haun.

this year, and was put in place on 9 September. Over tre ensuing months diligent, deliberate and intense work

As always, theAssociation extends its sincere by the committee produced andepth review; consultations
appreciation to Jack and tarry LaFlair for their were sought; several draft proposals were made, scrubbed,
constant and unrelenting efforts for the Memorial, ~ dited: altered, and refined.

The process included a June 2009 mailing to alBbB

Well done, brothets members of the 7 June version of the revised Bylaws. The
cover letter from the president gave a thorough explanation of
the purpose, objectives, and all of the suggested changes. A
major function of the revision was to meet certain IRS code
requiremerdg for the Association to maintain its veterans-not
for-profit organization. Feedback, comments, input of the draft
product were requested from the BoD members.

Once those were submitted to the Bylaws Rewrite
Committee, considered and/or incorporated, thal fversion
of the Bylaws was completed, dated 16 July 2009. That was
mailed to the BoD members with a cover letter from the
president dated 22 July 2009. The question was presented to
adopt or not adopt the document in its entirety.

In voting responsesia email or postcard, dating from 24
July to 3 August, the ensuing vote was 19 Yes, zero No.
(Note: the active duty positions are vacant at this time.)

As recorded by the president, secretary and the Rewrite
Committee chair, the question was certifiedcasried on 3
August 2009. They were implemented the date of this MFR.

Respectfully submitted,

Larry LaFlair (Left) and Jack Kovacs, the intrepid and
dynamic duo who are the @tene guardians of the

Memorial, the day the new base was installed. Max R. Moore 4 August 2009
* ok ok k% Secretary55" SRW Association
Of note, the November/December 2009 issue of * % % % %
the VFW magazine has an articlgpg 34) about 55th STRATEGIC RECONNAISSANCE WING
casualties of the Cold War. Featured prominently is ASSOCIATION BYLAWS 16 JULY 2009
a picture(credited to Jackpnd caption of th&5" 1.INTRODUCTION

th . . Reconnaissance Wing Associationperates as a nfar-profit,
monument tdS" warriors in May 2004. veterm 6 s organization. The Byl aw
* * * * * held, the powers and duties of the officers of the corporation and

Board of Directors, maintenance of the budget, and other
provisions of governance.

MEMO FOR RECORD 1.2 Compliance with the IRS Code is necessary to raainbur
status as a ndor- profit, war veterans organization and to retain
55th SRW AssociationBylaws Revisiori July 2009 certain tax advantages in order to benefit the Association.
President Jim Thomas announced in amadl to the 2. MEMBERSHIP

Board of Directors, dated 5/11/2008, the establishment of a



1.1 To be eligible for regular membership (RM) in the Association
personnel must be veterans of &igh Stratgic Reconnaissance
Wing, and/or retired or active duty personnel of ¢h Wing

1.2 Classes of membership include Regular Member (RM), Life
Member (LM), and Associate Member (AM).

1.3 Annual membership dues for Regular Membership (RM) will be
as determined byhe Board of Directors (BoD) and expire at
year 6s end on December 31st.
the following April 1st. After that date a member shall be placed
in delinquent status with loss of membership privileges. They
will no longer be mailedhe newsletter.

1.4 Life Membership (LM) is granted by the BoD to members who
have made sustained special contributions in service or
otherwise to the Association. LMs are exempt from payment of
dues.

1.5 Associate Membership (AM) may be granted by the BoD to
certain Active Duty (AD) positions (AMAD) in the 55thWing
(AM-AD). Other Persons (neweterans) with special
relationships to the Association may be granted AM status-(AM
OP). The Membership Chairman may approve an-@Rt
however, the number of ANDP (nam-veterans) may not exceed
IRS limitations adversely impacting the Association without
BOD approval. AMADs are exempt from dues. AP will
normally pay dues unless exempted by the BOD. -Bith
Military veterans (AMMiIl) are eligible for duegpaying
Associate Membership.

3. MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS3.1. Membership meetings shall be

held at times determined by the BoD, during reunions held

approximately every 18 months, for purpose of electing directors and
transacting business.

3.2. A quorum at the membeiphmeeting shall consist of those

members in good standing attending the membership meeting.

3.3. The Membership Chairman in consultation with the Secretary

shall verify the member in good standing status (dues not delinquent)

of those attending the membhip meeting. Such members are thus
eligible to vote.

3.4. The President, or his designate, shall chair the meeting.

3.5. Roberts Rules of Order shall be used to facilitate the full and

orderly deliberation and, to the maximum extent possible, to heip, n

hinder the business of the assembly.

3.6. The order of business at membership meetings as far as practical

shall be as follows:

A. Proof of notice of the meeting.

B. Reading of approved minutes and advising of disposal of any

unapproved minutes

Reports by Officers.

Reports by Committees.

Election of Directors.

Unfinished Business.

New Business.

Adjournment.

4. BOARD of DIRECTORS (BoD)

4.1. Directors: The affairs of the Association shall beagad by the

Board of Directors.

4.2. Election of Directors shall be held at membership meetings

conducted during the Association reunions.

4.3. The term of each elected director shall extend until the next

reunion membership meeting.

ITOMmMOO

4.4. The Associationds two types of Directors: Elected and Active
Duty. All directors must be members in good standing of the
Association.

4.4.1. Elected Directors: There shall be not less than eleven or more
than nineteen elected directors.

4.4.2. Active Duty Directors: Té serving 55th Wing Commander
may nominate two volunteer active duty persons from the Wing to
51 & the Beard. Jaedwa S5ih neminees shall pe siipmitted fo the
BoD for approval. Their terms of office will continue as long as they
remain assigned to the5th Wing, unless replaced by Board
approved nominee(s) of the 55th Wing Commander. Active duty
directors will not be eligible to hold the office of President.

4.5. Meetings of the BoD: The newly elected Board shall meet
immediately following the membershipeeting at which they were
elected. The Board will elect from its members the Executive
Officers per Bylaws 5.1 and 5.2.

4.5.1. The normal recurring meeting(s) of the BoD will be held at the
Association Reunion. Additional meetings of the Board may be hel
at such time and place as determined by a majority of the Directors.
Notice of such meetings shall be given to each Director at least 30
days in advance.

4.5.2. Special ofine meetings of the Board may be called by the
President with the approval of 18f t he Director s
notice.

4.5.3. A quorum at a meeting of Directors consists of a simple
majority of the number of elected Directors.

4.5.4. The presiding officer at Board meetings shall be the President.
In the absence of the Presidahg Vice President shall preside.
4.5.5. Robertds Rules of Order
facilitate the full and orderly deliberation and, to the maximum extent
possible, to help, not hinder actions of the Board of Directors.

5. EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

5.1. Per Bylaw 4.5, the Board will elect from its members the
Executive Officers per Bylaw 5.2 and conduct other business that
may come before the Board. The results of the election shall be
announced at the reunion banquet.

5.2. The Executive Officer®f the Association shall be the
President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary; all of whom shall
be Directors. The BoD from time to time shall elect such other
officers and designate their powers and duties as the Board shall find
to be required to nmage the affairs of the Association.

5.2.1. The President shall have all the powers and duties normally
vested in the office of President of an association, including, but not
limited to, the power to appoint committees from time to time as
he/she shall@em appropriate to assist in the conduct of affairs of the
Association.

5.2.2. In the absence of the President, the Vice President shall
exercise the powers and perform the duties of the President.

5.2.3. The Secretary shall serve notice of all meetikggsp records

of all proceedings of the Board and membership meetings, serve such
notices as required by the Bylaws, and keep the records of the
Association, except those of the Treasurer. In the event of the
Secretary not being available to attend a scleeduneeting, the
President shall appoint a replacement to attend such meetings and
perform the functions of the Secretary.

5.2.4. The Treasurer shall have custody of all property of the
Association including funds, securities and evidence of indebtedness.
He/she will keep accurate records of the members in good standing
and will keep the books of the Association in accordance with food



accounting practices. He/she will perform other duties incident to the
office of Treasurer.

5.2.4.1. The Treasurer shalilsnit NLT than December 31st an
annual treasurer6s report t o
balanced budget proposal to the Board for approval. The status of the
budget/treasury will be briefed to the Board/Membership at the
Association reunions.

6. AMENDMENTS

6.1. An amendment to or amending these Bylaws may be proposed
by any Board member. The BoD shall review and take action on any
such proposals.

6.2. An amendment to these Bylaws may also be proposed by any
Association member in good standing. Alfoposed amendments
shall be presented to the BoD for review and action.

6.3. After review of a proposed amendment the Board by majority
vote of the entire Board may do one of the following:

A. Reject the amendment.

B. Implement the amendment and advithe membership via
newsletter and/or website.

C. Conditionally implement the amendment while awaiting final
approval by a majority vote of the members at the next membership
meeting.

D. Present the amendment to the membership for adoption by
majority vote at the next membership meeting.

6.4. The President may establish a committee every two years to
consider any change(s) to these Bylaws worthy of further
consideration by the Board.

7. NEWSLETTER RECIPIENTS

7.1. All widows of 55thSRWA members (NLRW) are entitled to
receive complimentary newsletters at no cost. Participation in
SRWA events by NLRW is encouraged and welcomed.

7.2. The 55thSRWA newsletter may be distributed to positions of
the 55th Wing, other persons or organizations at no cost () tioe

the benefit of the Association. Those will be designated Newsletter
Recipients (NLR).

* % % % %

Opportunities always looRiggergoing away
than when coming in.

55" VETERAN BECOMES
NEBRASKAGS HEAD AVI

Ronnie Mitchell moved from the iot's seat to
the director’'s chair within the Nebraska Department
of Aeronautics (NDA), Gov. Dave Heineman
announced on 15 July.

Mitchell, 68, assumed his new position on 10
August 2009. He has been an executive pilot with
the department since 2002. Hesnthe writer and
photographer for the PIREPS state aviation

t he

newsletter. As the director, he is a member of the
governoro6s cabinet.
Mitchells has deggede mprewthann 13,000 flyingn u
hours since beginning his aviation career in 1965.
He served in the US Air Forder 23 years, retiring
with the rank of colonel.

While serving in the55SRW at Offutt AFB,
NE, he was selected as command pilot for
Commander in ChiefStrategic Air Comman@énd
senior staff. As a member of théth, he flew-135
aircraft and commanded aarews on worldwide,
strategic reconnaissance missions, logging more
than 100 classified missions during the Cold War.

He also served for three years at the Pentagon.
After retiring from the Air Force, he spent 11 years
as a commercial pilot and captainr fd&Jnited
Airlines. Mitchell and his wife,Doris, reside in
Bellevue, NE

The NDA maintains and directs the Nebraska
Aviation System Plan, and the use of state and
federal funding for airport development. The
department oversees 81 puhlise airports,
mana@s three airports and provides air
transportation for state officials.

* * % * %

ANOTHER 55™ ALUM IS NAMED TO
NEBRASKA LEGISLATURE

Robert Kirist, 52, wi || repr
District 10 in the Nebraska Unicameral after Gov.
Dave Heineman appointddm to that post on 13
September. Heineman chose Krist to fill the
VAchnQy fibft after the governor tapped State Senator
Mike Friend as director of the new State Office of
Violence Prevention.

Krist was sworn in the day after his
appointment. He will serven the state legislature
during next yearo6s | egi s
election to a foutyear term in 2010.

Krist is currently a contract manager and chief
pilot for the northwest division of the Army Corps
of Engineers. A retired Air Force lieertant colonel,
he served for 21 years before retiring in 2000. 1Part



of that career was spent in th8" SRW at Offutt The 55" Wing was tasked to provide 30 hours

as a pilot who flew E€and RG135 aircraft. He of ISR coverage over two days. In addition,
also served as a commander in Operations Desert maintenance, = communication, medical and
Shield and Desert Storm, and was a seadvisor command and control personnel teamed tares
to the Nebraska Air Guard. accomplishment of the mission.

He is a past member of thes s o c | Board o n 6 s The results of the inspection speak for
of Directors, and has served for the past four years themselves: The men and women of the g ht i
as board chairman for the Madonna School, a Fifty-Fifth earned an overall rating &xcellent for
school for special needs children in Omaha. He has its 2009 inspection.

been on that board sind®©92. He and his wife, (Contributed byMajor Michael S. Zimmerman
Peggy have two children and a grandchild. 55" Wing Inspetions Office, 9 October 2009.)
* * * * * * * * * *

(Ed. Note: If it seems as though” alumni are
staging a coup doet at i n NebrTsAaP'St actuall
reflects ample testimony of what leadership is
developed and recognized amgosuch a group. )

But, be advised there are several thousand state
government jobs and 3bmething senators in
Nebraska who are NOF5" alums.

Any other areas/states out there showing similar
trends? There must be other fornidithersserving E
elected orappointed government positions. Let us
know about them for recognition.

City Council, sheriff, dog catcher?

The village idiot or town drunk do not count. No
offense meant to any who hold those distincfians

* * * * * BROWN, Mary Kathryn , 61, Kingman, KS,
died 6 May 2009. Wife ofeland (Lee), a former

th
55" WING NAILS ANOTHER ORI RB-47 EWO with the55" SRW at Forbes AFB, KS

On 10 September thg85" Wing sprang into in the 1960s.

action as over 75 inspectors from HQ Air Combat BURNS, James (Jim) A"ﬂ,?l’ Bellevue, NE, 18
Command arrived at Offutt AFB. Their mission was ~ July 2009. Jim was in 85" A&E Sqd working

t o eval uat e t he abil it yRB'67§ at Foghes In tlh%l 9% §|_e alﬁorwgsr.[ppr%og
reconnaissance force to perform, survive and (e cadre who readied the first RG5s at
operate in a high threaheironment. Baltimore, then served in the5" at Offutt AFB,

From the blue smoke signal on the first day, to NE, as an Inflight Maintenance TechnicizHe was
wheels up six days later, the/ing put forth a past commander of the VFW post in Bellevue.

enormous effort in hosting the inspectors as well as CLANCY, Or\{ille_fW.f, 85, East Portland, OR,
20+ observers. Wing personnel professionally, ably 10 January 2909’ wife of 64 yeaBette. He was a
and fully demonstrated how they provide dominan ~ Montana native and a WWII veteran with 17

intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) CO"?bat missio_ns_over _Germany as alB pilot.
to the nationods warfight ervllge_flew missionswith the 55th during the

1



Cuban Crisis in 1962 and later served in 8%C
Recon Center in the early 1970s.

DESROCHE, George D, 79, Spring, TX, 27
August 2009; wifeDoris. George was an RB/ERB
EWO at Forbes from the late 1950s and into early
1960s. They wre regular reunion attendees.

EISENBERG, Marilou (Mary) , 72,
Wilmington, DE, 23 June 2009. She was the wife of
Lou, an RB47 pilot with the 38 and 34% at
Forbes in the 1960s.

GOWAN, Clarence G, 95, Boonville, MO, 25
April 2009; wife Eula. A WWIl vetean who
enlisted on 8 December 1941 and flew combat
missions in the Europe. He later served in 358
for many years, and was at Forbes when he retired
in 1963. He then worked for Lockheed wittelly
Johnsonat the fabledSkunk Worksvhere the L2
and SR71 were developed.

HOWARD, Dodie, Midwest City, OK,1
October 2009. She was the wifeSitl, a COMBAT
SENT EWO in RCs at Offutt in the 1970s.

HUBBARD, David B., 70, Spokane Valley,
WA, 6 September 2009; wifeucia. He was an
EWO in COMBAT SENT RE135s atOffutt, and
served in the 89 SRS at Kadena AB, Okinawa, in
the 1970s. He later was the Professor of Air Science
for AFROTC at Central Washington University.

HUTCHINSON, Janet, 71, Puyallup, WA, 20
October 208. Wife of Richard (Hutch) a former
COMBAT SENT EWO in RCs at Offutt, INY SAC
HQ and55" SRW staff (197285).

KING, Beth McMullen, 88, Jackson, MS, 25
August 2009. She was the widow Richard Q.
(Feb 2001), an RB7 navigator and staff officer in
the 55th at Forbes from 1954967. Beth taught
schod for many years and was active in several
community organizations.

KNECHT, Donna, 71, Fairfax, VA, 1
September 2009, wife &on, an EWO in the&5th
in RBs at Forbes and RCs at Offutt, he later served
in SAC HQ and the Pentagon. Her fatHdoyd
Shirk, was an RB47 A/C with the 38SRS.

KOBELT, Richard (Dick) W., 75, Warsaw,
MO, 7 May 2009. Dick enlisted in the AF in 1952

before getting a commission and navigator wings.
He flew in Vietham and on the EC35 with the
2ACCS of the55" at Offutt, and later seed with
CEVG at Barksdale AFB, LA.

LEATHERWOOD, Arthur K ., 88, Austin,
TX, 29 August 2009. He enlisted in the US Army
Air Corps in 1939; he earned his pilot wings in May
1943, and flew F88 and Spitfire photo recon
missions in Europe. He was in th&" from 1955,
retired in 1965 and became a high school social
studies teacher in Austin.

LUCERO, Carlos, Jr., 76, Bloomfield, MN, 20
April 2009; wife, Andrea. A 20 year veteran of the
AF who retired in 1971 as a master sergeant, Carlos
was an avionics/navigatn equipment specialist in
55" A&E Sqd at Forbes during the 1960s. He later
was stationed at Eielson AFB, AK, for three years.

MURPHY, Gregory L., 52, Auburn, IN, 18
October 2009; wifeSusan Greg had a long career
in recon as an R@35 EWO with the 343SRS at
Offutt, and in the COBRA BALL with the J4SRS
at Eielson in the 1980s. He also served with SAC
Stan/Eval at Barksdale, SRC in SAC HQ Offutt and
AF/IN at the Pentagon before retiring in 1998.

POWERS, John K, 84, Tucson, AZ, 5 April
2009; wife of 58 vyears, Patricia. A Nebraska
native, John served in four wars: 25 WWII combat
missions on B4s in Europe; 30 missions in Korea
in B-29s; and a tour in Vietnam as an intel officer in
1967. His Cold War duty was as an RB EWO
with the 55" SRW at Forbs from 19551963. He
retired in 1974.

SNOOK, Richard (Dick), 75, Round Rock,
TX, 6 May 2009; wife, Barbara. Originally a
tanker navigator, he came to th8" in RC-135s at
Offutt, then went to the 82nd SRS at Kadena in the
early 1970s. He had a staff taatr Beale AFB, CA,
and later served in the SAC Recon Center at Offutt.

STRATTON, Mark E. Il , LtCol, USAF, 39.
Killed in action in Afghanistan, 25 May 2009; wife
Jennifer with three young children, Stafford, VA.
Mark was an RC navigator with the IRS, in
Stand/Eval, and served in th&5" Operational

Support Sqd, at Offutt in the midte 1990s and
1



early 2000s, He was a Provincial Reconstruction should be sent to Jim Thomas and Max Mdge=e

Team commander out of Bagram Airfield when his DIRECTORY, pagé for contact info).

convoy was hit by an explosion. Please include next of kin and an address to
TULL, Harrison (Harry) G., 89, Bellevue, whom the Association condolence card may be

NE, 11 October 2009. A legendary figure in the sent; date of demise, age, location, crew

55", Harry was in the Tuskegee Aviation Cadet position/aircraft, and/or  duty  specialty,

program and became a rated observer in 1944. In organization and bases and approximate years

1956 he was assigned as an EWO in thed4RBat with 55"; and any other pertinent information
Forbes, and later in the RIE35 at Offutt. After you wish to relate.
retiring from the Wing and the AF in 1970, he The news in TAPS igimited by howmuch and
taught school and was a counselor in Omaha high how accurate the given information.
schools for 20 years. * % % % %
Among his many honors, Harry is an original
member of thes5" Wing Hall of Fame and in the YOUR 55TH SRW ASSN
Nebraska Aviation Hall of Fame. He received the
Congresmnal Gold Medal in 2007 which WEB SITE
President George W. Bush presented to the Wwww.55srwa.org
Tuskegee Airmen. The web site continues to evolve in the capable
¥ ko ox k% hands of webmeistelim Maloney. The home page

A process to honor Tull in some manner is Is an integrabnd vital part of thé\ssociatiord s I i

under consideration by the Offutt/Omaha chapter of ©0f communications and information.

the Tuskegee Airmen. As a result of the suggestion Among other things, our internet presence
of Shirley Hoover, and communicated by Robb  Pprovides two primary functions: First, is to keep
Hoover, generous donations to its education viewers up to date. It provides members a forum to
assistance fund in Har r ykeesp inni@eholeajn apayt| cureeghd pngoing r o

many members of théssociation the 55h Wing, Association activities, and reference previous
the Strat Roost of the Association of Old Crows, et Projects and/or events. o
al. A scholarship may & named for him in A second increasingly important function in this
recognition of both his military career and that as a rapidly evolving cybeage is that our internet link
teacher and mentor. to the world provides formes5™ warriors a means

Those who care to donate can send same in t0 come back to théold. It is Consistently common
Harry 6s name Affonza a\t Davw t @Bor pﬁSﬁS@W/Ssth Wlng members, or friends and

Education Assistance Fund PO Box 13036, families, to find our web site after an internet
Offutt AFB, NE, 68113:; or to the5" Strat Recon search, and reconnect with friends and comrades
Wing Association, Inc, at PO Box 13165, Offutt  from their days with the Wing.

AFB, NE 68113. Those funds will be compiled and A year long organizational upgrade of the

sent to the Tuskegee chapter, and receipts will be site has been accomplished and placed online.

sent to each donor for proof of tax deduction IAW ~ The conversion was a complete overhaul, so you
theAs s o c i ecutrentdRS &tatus. will notice many differences. Some links are still in

* *x K* K * work.

Last year the web site averaged over 600 hits a
month with the highest (984) coming in December
2008, and tha least in June 2009 (205).

TAPS notification of Association members,
spouses, friends and associates taking the Big PCS


http://www.55srwa.org/

You are urged to check it out often for timely

news, activities and information exchanges.
Everything you want to know about tAesociation
i s ther e: AnCorp HQO

bylaws, memos for record, officers anbd) and a
membership/info update form

Updated news on upcoming reunions, the
Birthday Ball, and other events are covered; plus
important bulletins on any projects in progress.
AMai l Roomo, iCl ot hi ng
picture gallery, and links t@ther associated and
interesting sites are included.

There is also an archive of past newsletters
for review and research.As examples: the October
2005 issue has an article on thestory of the
Associatiory the August 2002, April 2003 and
February 2004ssues have all one would want to
know about th&5" S R WA €ald War Memoria|
and the January 2001 issue has an item on the Wing
Hall of Fame evolution.

Jim is always looking for new and fresh ideas.
Inputs from members are encouraged and welcome.
J i nmpe contributed significantly to this article.

* * % * *

MEMORY LANE FEATURE

The Association web page Memory Lane
feature continues to grow, with factual, Afiction
stories orb5SRW or 55th Wing individuals, crews
or events. Browse it and yamay be surprised at
what you view. You may even be inspired to
contribute a first person story yourself.

You are invited, encouraged, urged, and
welcomed to submit your inputsThis is your
chance to let thé\ssociationmembership learn of
your experience , Owar storieséo,
tales. Take advantage of this opportunity to share
and preserve history.

You do not have to be a seasoned old vet to
contribute. We would be particularly pleased to
get tales from the active duty troops of the
Association regarding Operation Desert Storm
on thru the current Iragi Freedom and Enduring
Freedom efforts in SW Asia.

Sal

* * * * *

el v EETTERSANDPSTUFR Ut i on

eso, AMemory Laneo,

* % *x * %

a

To: Veterans and Friends of th8trategic Air
Command August 10, 2009
From: Ron Resh 2008 SAC Memorial Project
Coordinator

Subject: SAC MemoriatNebraska

As most of you are awarén May 2008, an
impressive  monument to the Strategic K
Command was dedicated at the National
Museum of the USAF (NMUSAF), at Wright
Patterson AFB, Dayton, OH. This was made
possible through the generosity of individi&AC
veterans, organizations and friends. | was privileged
to serve as coordinator for tharoject.

Among those participating in the 2008
dedication ceremony werBeach Jansserof San
Antonio, TX, and her sorCarl Janssen, Jr., of
Monument, CO. They represent8AC families at
the unveiling of the monumentThis was most
fitting b edatuhssbandBala$rh 6
besides being a decorated combat pilot, played a
key role in the development of thed¥, and served
as first curator of the origin&8AC Museum when it
was located adjacent to Offutt AFB, NE.

Pursuing their family legacy of inlement
with, nadd sénticéy &0,5AC, and fellawiggd on the
successful 2008 dedication at the NMUSAF, Peach and
Carl have undertaken a project to place a sin8lac
Memorial in Nebraska, the state where MBAC was
located. | am pleased to be able to assismthn an
advisory capacity.

The (proposed)monument in Nebraska would
be a duplicate of theSAC monument at the
NMUSAF. The new monument would be located

1



