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Members, families and friends of thes"
Associationwill gatherini The Bi ggest
at theSilver Legacy Resort Casindor yet another
session of
renewing
friendships,
camaraderie,
and
conviviality.

Chairman
Don Gurney
is once again
at the helm,
with his trusty
sidekick,
Barbara, and they havdined up an agenda of
activities with generous hospitalityotirs and/or
free time to enjoy the myriad attractions Reno has
to offer.

Now is the time to make your travel plans.

The reunion is scheduled during the week to
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55SRWAto get the special rate. The bked rooms

are subject to a 30 day cutoff, so book ybotel
reservationsnot later than 14 August 2009
Reservations made after that date will be accepted
only on a space and rate available basis. Check in
time is 1500 and check out 1100. Early check in
will be accommodated as rooms are available.
Luggage may be stored at the bell desk as
neegssaly-e cityo o

Reno Tahoe International Airport (RNO) is just
four miles from the resort, a 45 minute drive.
Silver Legacy offerdree shuttle service to and from
the arport daily from 0500 to midnightrunning
every 30 minutes. The shuttle leaves the resort on
the hour and half past, and pick up at the airport at
15 and 45 minutes past the hour.

For those who drive to Reno, the Silver Legacy
is a landmark easily seero any approach, and is
readily accessible frordS395 andi80 highwvays. A
ten story covered parking garage is available for self
parking, and valet service is offered. Special car
rental rates for resort guests can be booked at the
Hertz desk in the lobby

The Association Board of Directors will
convene on Tuesday, 15 September &600.

Reunion registration will begin af300 on
Tuesday, 15 September. A schedule handout will
haveevent detailsAn informal/casual receptiors

take advantage of the special room rate and ahead Planned from 1802000 Tueday evening

of the weekend Reno Air Races. From Sunday
through Thursday (337 Sep)the reunion room
rate is $82, plus 13.5% tax and a $3.00 per room,
per night resort fee = $96.07The latter covers
roundtrip airport shuttle service, valet and self
parking, and unlimited local calls. For those
desiring to sy for the air races Fridaly Sunday,
the rate jumpsto $169, plus tax and fee.

To make room reservations, call the Silver
Legacy Group Reservations Department €800
687-8733. Be sure to mention tlgroup code of

There may be @olf outing at the par 3 Reno
Executive Course if enough interest in shown. See
the registration form.

A Lake Tahoeluncheon cruise is slated for
Wednesay, 16 September with anoth@asual
cocktail party that eveningThe hositality suite
will be available ofterto enjoy convivialityfor all.

The general membership meeting for the
Association will take place the morning of
Thursday, the 1. Wearing of theAssociation polo
shirt is encouragd for the meeting( | f y ou
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have one as yet, or need a replacement, there is
plenty of time to order one now. See the BX section,
pagel6.) There will be morning beverages.

The grand banquet will begin at 1800 Thursday
evening in Silver Legacy A. This is a coat and
(Association)tie evert for the gentlemen.

The schedule, cos and associated
information are included in the two registration
pages at the back of this newsletter.

REPEAT: Make your plans and room
reservations soon. Complete the registration
form and send in with your checks early.
Registrations postmarked before 15 July are
$105 per person, and go up to $120 per after that
date.

Cutoff date for any and all
registration paymentsis 10 August 2009

We want to see as many members as possible
attend one more in dradition of outstanding
reunions of thé- i g h t | -Rifth . See ya there!!!

* * * % %
PRESI

reunion

DENTO

Greetings to all, the faithful members of the
Associatiorn

| hope many of you out there are experiencing
springlike weather in your spoof paradise. We
have had spring six times already here in
Huskerland. What a deal! Only in Nebraska. That
last snowstorm before Eastor just after Easter is
always a threat here. We will get there soon and
some consistency will prevail, we hope.

Other than the fickle weather, the first of the
year busy season for tB&" SRW Associationhas
finally come to a close. The flurry of activity
leading to theTales of the 5%, the Birthday Ball,
Hall of Fame and Award for Excellence is over.
You all can,however, look back and see the results

of all this energy and accomplishment. Max will
remind you of it all herein with the visual and by
word.

While you are bringing yourself up to date on
all these happenings, do not fail to give yourself
credit for keing a part of these accomplishments and
deeds by your continued loyalty to, and support of,
our great Association and its purposes.
Congratulations to you all on our successes.

You will notice the treasurer 0:
membership reports What is the health obur
Associatior? Well, without the sugar coating, as
those who know megre aware thatd on 6t do
sort of thing.....it is too mentally intensive. We
arenot in too bad a sha
have some challenges? O
not fun without challenges. So what is on the plate
for the future...besides a great reunion?

Personal contact with the members that we lost
from the 2008 dues group. A letter campaign in
February to 214 overdue dues members resulted in
about a 50% return rat&Ve have that remaining

S COR I\T’%I@ go for one more tryWe will do that. Loss
0

Is group will impact our ability to do business
as usual ébut, we
grade even if the worst happens.

So how are we doing? All is not roses, g
can still make do, accomplishing the same
objectives as in recent years for both the curséfit
Wing and the Association membership. The
increase in dues is moving us back to a more solid
financial position.

Time is necessaryo overcome the threeegr
provisions for dues paying in advance at$8.33
pro rata basisvice the new pro rata basis $18.33
for $55/3 yearsMembership here is the keyWe
must hold the linevith current memberas close as
possible to make success easier.

The help of all members to recruit new
members, and to encouragjgose who have, for
whatever reasons, got lost from the group, to rejoin
the Association would be most helpful.
Membership forms are available at our web site and
in this newsletter. One retread, or one maember
here and one therés all we need. Every little bit
helps. Give it a go.

One last comment before | finish. The current
55" Wing Commander and Vice Commander,
BGen Jim Jonesand Col Rob Manesswill be

ar e r es
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departing the fix soon. Both partings will be Ross,Kevin Todd, Dennis Haun,Pete Glenboski,
bittersweet, but are inevitable, as we know. Both Larry Utley. Active Duty LtCol Bill Jensen,
men have conducted themselves as extraordinary former commander, 343RS$ and LtCol Mike

commanders and as outstanding advocates of our Kelly, commander, 38RS

Association and its purposes. Their relationship
with the Association has been priceless. We wish
them our bestin their future personal and
professional pursuitSalute!

Videmus Omnia, Jim

* % % % %

ASSOCIATION BUSINESS &
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY

Business/Policy/Reunion Suggestions:
President Jim Thomas

4418 Anchor Mill

Bellevue, NE 68123168

E-mail: JThomas927@aol.com
Vice President Ricky McMahon

14325 Orlando Road

Nokesville, VA 20181

E-mail: Rick_CaryMc@comcast.net
Membership/Dues/Changes of Address:

Treasurer Michael Cook

3204 Rahn Blvd

Bellevue, NE 6823

E-mail: Michael.Cook@cox.net
Newsletter Editor:

Secretary Max Moore

201 Basswood Court

Bellevue, NE 68002001

E-mail: MaxMoore55@aol.com
Association Historian:

Robb Hoover

13412 Tregaroircle

Bellevue, NE 68123

E-mail: RobbHoover@aol.com
Association Web Page Comments/ldeas

Jim Maloney

7908 Kona Circle

Papillion, NE 68046619

E-mail: im@maloneycom
Other Members of the Board of Directors:

Permanent Members: Sam Pizo, Sparky
Adams, Charlie Waters, Bill Ernst, and Errol
Hoberman (Hoover, Maloney Moore). Elected
Members. (Thomas, McMahgn Cook Don
Griffin, Joe Gyulavics, Fox Censufl, George

* * * * *

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

As of 1 April 2009 the Association had 699
members in good stding Thatis downfrom April
2008 primarily because some membeare behind
in their dues. W8 await thee who need to update
for 2009 and beyond.

On the positive sidenew memberships and
renewals are coming in regularly.is hoped this
newsletter will prompt more of the same.

Another 38 55" Wing units plus other
associated organizatigneceive the newsletter for
public relations purposes.

Approximately 160 widows of former members

receive the newsletter at no cost, and are welcome

to participatan any and alAssociationactivities.
*x * * * *

The Associaton still claims members in alb0
states plus DC, Guam Puerto Ricpand APOs in
Europeand the Pacific.

The number ofctive duty memberscontinues
to increase, largely due to théds soci at i
exposure to théVing at events such as thiales
and Birthday Balljn addition tothe solid support of
theWing senior staffat Offutt

* * * % *

TREASUREROGS REPC

The Association, as of 1 April 2009, hadn
account balance $16,8%9. This looks
good, but we have BI@&xpenses coming in,
such as this newsletter cost and the soo
be published updatetssociationroster.

Please pay your dues promptlyor early and
frequently. J

*x * % * %

Occasionally, members include modes
amounts of money over and above hat is
required for dues to addot the treasury. Eery
dollar is much appreciated.We can use the
economic stimulus like every other group. Hint.
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* * * * *

The most asked question of the membership
chairman is,i Wh a t I's the
dues? @t is indicated on your address label

Forrealthistime. Pr i nti ng

For example, 20090on your address label
means your dues will expire on 31 December
2009 Any other year indicates that your dues
will expire, or have expired,on 31 December of
the indicated year

If you are delinquent now, please renewsoonest
* * * * *

Anyone whose membership expired2id08 was
taken off he membein-goodstanding roll
effective 1 April 2009. To be reinstated, please
remit $20 to becomecurrent through 31 December
2009 There arell2 persons whee dues went
delinquentas of 1 April 2009, and we will be
contactingonce again, each of tke lost members.

* * * * *

Effective 1 January@9, membershiplues are
$20 per yearor $55 for three years All advance
yearsexpiration dagés arehonored.The new dues
rates will commence uwm ay membership
expiration date ©2008or later.

The calendar year is the dues year.

Dues are payableanytime during an
expiration year, so,pleaserenew now.

Dues becomalelinquent on 31 March of the
year following the expiration year. Aftdr April of
that year delinquent members will be notified that
their membership has expired and theyl no
longer eceive theAssociationnewsletter(Ouch)

This provides a 15 month windote pay your

dues.Of course, we prefer sooner rather than later.
* * % *x *

Please remit duesto 55SRW Associationas
soon as practicalfor 2009 and future years.
Mail to:
55" SRW Association
ATTN: MichaelJ.Cook
PO Box 13165
Offutt AFB, NE 68113

For whatever reasorf, you donot know your
expiration datefo inquire on same,please email
Michael.Cook@cox.net or drgp him a note at the

above address to get an update on your dues status.

You will also find a membership/information
update form at the back of this newsletter.This

expi r P rgay usgdatq rgporg gny agdress or other

changes in your contact information. A new

600 p s B50Fia§an membershig directory is in process,

so you wil want your latest contact info in there,
particularly if you have relocated in the past
year, or changed internet servers for instance.

New members receive thessociatiord s
shield lapel pin andch 55"SRWA coin when they
join.

Current nmembers desiring replacement or
additional lapel pins can get themrdm Cookfor
$5.00 prepaidif you want more thamne pin, the
cost is just $3.00 for each additional pin if mailed at
the same time; i.e. one pi#i5; two pins, $8 three
pins $11 etc.).

Thomasand Moore have pins and coins, as well,
so members in the Omaha area can get the pins
from any of those thredor $3.00 without the

postage. Extrdvlemorialcoins are $5.00 each.
*x * * * *

If you dordt r e cneailsv fom dhe
Association it likely is because your-address is
not listed or outdated In a pastattempt to notify
members of teir membership expiration dates via
e-mail, about 50% of themwere rejected.

To get on themembers onlye-mail roster, or
correct/updateany changes in recent monthsend
your current e-mail addressto Cook. See contact
info above.

* %

ET NEWSLETTER

Association members in good standing who so
desire can receive the newsbet via electronic
transnission vice snail mail. This will save the
Associationabout $1.75 per newslettdRepeat to
get on the members onlye-mail roster, send
current e-mail to Cook.

* * * * *

TALES OF THE FIFTY-FIFTH
2009

The tenth annualediton of the Tales was
presentedon Friday, 27 March, in the Offutt
Ai rmenods L e a ACHBAF James M c h
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McCoy Building. Held the afternoon prior to the
Birthday Ball, it attracts a large crowd of ewit
towners, active dutydependentand retirees.

Doors opened at 150@or social time and
memorabilia viewing. The program began at 1630.

Jim Thomas is the organizer and emcee for the
event which features guest speakers from the
various eras of the i g h t i -Rifth history. t vy

As has been the traditiptthe 55" Ceremonral
Bell was rung bythe 55" Wing CommandeBGen
Jones, HooverHarry Tull , and Arlen Howe to
open the program, followed by welcoming remarks
by BGen Jones.

The 55" Wing Historian, John McQueney,
gave a presentation ofive members including
Jack Jenkins andBert Shepard, of the Wwil 55"
Fighter GrouptheoriginalF i g ht | -Rifth. Fi f t

Association Historian Hoover followed with
some Cold War stories and related issues focusing
on widows of some of the downed flyers such as
Jean O 6 Ke |l | ePyillips &d Maria Goforth
McAtee.

Next up wasSSgt Ashley Jankowskiwho told
o f her 6boots on the
desert as a security forces specialist.

LtCol Mike Kelly , currently commander of the
38"RS, told of the early
55" in the initial deployment of aircraft and
personnel t&SW Asia 19 years agohen he was a
mere crewpup.

The Talesis sponsored by théssociation the
Strategic Roost of the Association of Old Crows,
and the LeMay Chapter of the Order of Daedalians.
The 58" Ops Groupcontributesto the refreshments
and publicity,as well.

A photo montage page of the Tales is later in
this issue. Max.

grou&
A/

* * * * *

55'7 WING 2009
BIRTHDAY BALL

The 55" Wing held its 31" annual Birthday
Ball, Saturday, March 28, 2009 at the Qwest
Center Omaha. The gala event is foall active
duty ranks, retirees, and by invitation to community
| eader s. The Bal I IS t
formal social function.The event wasosted by
BrigGen Jamegones 55" Wing Commanderand
his wife,Heidi.

The Birthday Ball wasoriginated by then
Colonel (now, BrigGefRetired) Regis F. A.
Urschler, commander of the55" Strategic
Reconnaissance Wingin January 1979. His intent
was to connect the gewtbng
the curentactive duty personneand missions. That
tradition continues even today.

The Ball celebrates the 6&nniversary of the
unit from its roots in the activation of the %5
Pursuit Group at Hamilton Field, CA, in January
1941, for World War 1l. Then itberitage through
the 58" Reconnaissance Group, which stood up at
MacDill Field, FL, in Strategic Air Command in
February 1947; thé5" Strategic Reconnaissance
Wing from 1950 to 1992, at Barksdale AFB, LA,
Ramey AFB, PR, Forbes AFB, KS, and Offutt
AFB, NE; and upto the preseras the55" Wing.

7\
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This year 6s t i éleme || Qabge
V a | urecegoizing théistoryof the Wing and the
men and women whourrently perform the many
and varied missions the Wing exées worldwide
in peacetime and isupport of the war on terrorism.
Major John Francolini of the 5%
Maintenance Group expertly led the Ball
5



Committee made up of personnel from a cross
section of the Wingos

The guest speakearasLtGen (Retired) Walter
E. Buchanan, former 9" Air Force Commander
Dave Weber, sports personality from WOWV in
Omahaagain aad as the mster of ceremonies for
the third year in a row

Other items on the program inclube
appropriate military cemonies; induction ofthe
newest membsrinto the 55" Wing Hall of Fame;
presentation of thé5" Strategic Reconnaissance
Wing (SRW) Association Award for Excellence;
and the traditional cutting of the thday cake by
BGen Jones,Reg Urschler, and the youngest
member of the WingAirman Veronica Patton of
the 58" Communications SquadroBancingto the
Doc James Banda n d A Ho n e yuntil
midnightcompleted the evening.

Among the 86 attending this year were the
usual local suspects, plitall of FamersUrschler
Larry Mi tchell, Harry Tull, Steve StevensHank
Dubuy, Loose LaneandJeff Needham with their
wives and/or guests.

Over 1M Association members and guests
attended Among the oubf-towners who ventured
to the Heartlandwvere: Jim and Marion Taylor,
Pete and Treva Potter, Ricky and Cary
McMahon, Rich Holsinger, Alan and Sandy
Feldkamp, Al Kamback, Greg Smith,
MajGeneral Kim and Joe Sinascalchi.lt was at
| asts Baewahrebn Ki mo s
be the Air Force AssistantSurgeon Generalvas
announced to the assemblage.

The Association donates $100 each year to
help defraythe costs for lower ranking airmen.
Ernstand Moore represent thé\ssociation on the
Ball committee.

S i

Thoma s
to Ball committee chairman Major Francoiion 2
March.55" Wing Commander BGeJonesnitnesses.

Pres p}esents t

uni

pendi ng RE1B3N0cherafioRs tad programs:

he

* * * * *
t s.

55" WING HALL OF FAME
2009INDUCTION S

Colonel (Retired)William Ernst is the 2009
inductee into th&5" Wing Hall of Fame. Colonel
Ernst has been a constant and significant contributor
to, and ardent supporter ,othe missions and
personnel of theFi g ht i ARGth feri dvery
thirty-five years. Coincidentally andppropriately,
he is thdifty -fifth inductee.

nger s

Ernst receiving his plague from BGen Jones at the
Birthday Ball

Ernst assumed command of the 8/3rategic
Reconnaissance Squadron of the" Strategic
Reconnaissance Wingin November 1973. He
served during a period of marsignificant changes
ie.,
operational missions tripled, and the crew force
doubled. Hisoutstanling leadership as a squadron
commander, and later as Deputy Director of
Operationswas recognized.

Assigned to SAC Headquarters as Chief,
Reconnaissance Operations Directorate from 1978
84, he assisted in thplanning and directingf all
RC-135 operatinoal programs. He held this
important responsibility until retiringn 1984 with
over thirty years of active duty

Even as a retiree he has continued to contribute
from within many fraternal, civic,service and
veterans organizations to which he has dedda
untold number of hours, days and years in
supporting thé5" Wing and Offutt Air Force Base.

AAS fo%nding melmob%réof th((:a Oéf%tt Advisory
cSURci in idgf he wad iRstruntentdl ih establishing
t hat organi zationods fou
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55", In four organizations: the Air Force
Association, Wings Over the Heartland, the Order
of Daedalions and Association of Old Crows,
among other accomplishments, he conducted fund
raising, and either established or managed
scholarship programs that benefited Wpegsonnel
and families, and programs that aided enlisted
members with tuition and grants.

His aggressive fundising for the Offutt Open
House contributed to success of tH&" Wi n g o s
annual air shows. He has done the same for the
Wing Birthday Ball forover a decade.

Among his lasting contributiorgre those made
during his tenure aPresident of thes5" SRW
Association from September 1996 to March 2004,
including the establishment of the Award for
Excellence and the commissioning of the monument
to 55" SRW Cold Warriors. His stewardship also
accomplished unprecedented rapport with the active
duty wing to the benefit of both organizations.

He consistentlx set and met the highest standard
of service to th&5" Wing.

*x * * * *

In a surprise arouncement at the Ball, BGen
Jones inducted into the Hall of Fanide 55"
Spouse past, present an(
future, for their unwavering
support and many sacrifice

for their wiformed
member, families, the WWg
andthecountry.

The plaque is embosse}
with a depction of the g
stained glass window in thg
SAC Memorial Chapel ang
contains the following
inscription:

The 55" Spouse Past, Present and Future

post 9/11 conflicts. Comforting to the warrior is th

knowledge that all is well on the home fron
Meanwhil e, those who ser
unseene waitingédealing
dayéknovwiengunknown e VvV ese )
angel sé for al | ti meseé
warrior mor e t han can
encouragement and | oy al
These angels have many
airmen who honor theméfo

* * * * %

THE 557 SRW ASSOCIATION
AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE

The 55" SRW Association Award for
Excellenceis presentedannuallyat the55" Wing
Birthday Ball to tha individual who best
exemplifies the basic tenants of th&" SRW
Associationand for superior achievement.

The 2008 award imner isMSgt Maria C. Bell,
Sur?erintendent of HQ USSTRATCOM Elite Guard,
55" Security Forces Squadron.

This standout performer has had her superior
leadership  sKs
and numerous
accomplishmets
recognized by
awarés from the
squadron level on
up throughwing.

Pres Thomas
made the
announcement, as
Vice Pregdent
McMahon the
first recipient of the award(2000) made the
presentation to MSgt Bell.

For many years airmen have left their loved ones to The 2007 award went t&MSgt James H.

fly to far away lands orgo on distant missions @
protect those loved ones. i$himeless event pictured
VS 3% has occurredcountless times
in the Fighting Fifty -Fifth
S during the dark days of
N World War I, the often
forgotten war in Korea, the

and recently Desert Storm,
Enduring Feedom and the

many years of the Cold War,

Leichtenberg of the 5% Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron(AMS). Other pevious avard recipients
were MSgt Stevenand MSgt Lisa Haggett 55"
Wing Command Section, 2001LtCol Kurt
Kramer, 38" RS commander, 2002and Lt Col
Glen Gulleckson 343° RS commander, 2003;
TSgt Terry Hunt, Medical Support Group, 2004;
MSgt Norman de k Vega 55" Security Forces
Sqd Elite Guard,in 2005. The 2006 awardeeas
MSgt David A. Cain of the 55' AMS.



The permanent trophy residesandisplay case
along with the55" ceremonial bellin the lobby of
the General Russell DoughertyConferenceCenter
at Offutt. Many significant events are held there
each year, includg the annual ACC Commanders
and Chiefs€Conferencesso it ishighly visible.

* * * * %

MCMAH ON HONORED
BY 338" CTS

The Birthday Ball weekendctually got a kick
start 4 1338 on Friday, 27 Marchwith the 33§
CombatTraining Sqd ddicating its Heritage Room
(crew lounge bar, whatever with the name of
Ricky J. McMahon, LtCol (Retired),currently the
A's s 0 c | wice presidents

The room was packed with active duty
crewdogs and manyssociation alumni of more

than one generation dating back to the days when

the 338" was a weather recon squadron at Forbes.

LtCol John Cooper, 338CTS ©mmander,
made the dedication remarkand presented the
permanent plaque namingethoom for Ricky Mac.

The recognition was madsince Ricky was
directly responsible for laying the foundation for

and heading the impetus for the Erograms that led to

the rebirth of the 338 as the55" Wi n gséraly
needed and long sougtdchoolhousefor all RG
135 crew position trainingde had previously been
named theinauguralrecipientof the Associatiord s
Award for Excellence in 2000 as a direct resflt
that significant accomplishment.

With this action, all fourflying squadrons now
have namedaoms in theirfacilities after stellar
F i g h tFifty-Efth  alumni and Association
members: lte 38" for Urschler, 34% for Hoover,
the 48" for DennyHaun. Hoo Rah!!!!!

* * * * *

TAPS

=

ANTEL, Stephan, 87, Fort Walton Beach, FL
died 6 October 2008. Born in Czechoslovakia,
Steve was long time member of thesociationand
an early big dollar contributor to the Cold War
Memorial. He joined the US Army in 1942 and
became a paratrooper who jumped iNormandy
on D-Day as a member othe famed 101st
Airborne. He also survived the Battle of the Bulge
withthei Scr eami ng Eagl eso.

ANTHONY, Donald A., 73, Sanger, TX38
August 2008 died in a farm accident. He was a
pilot with the55" SRW at Forbes AFB, KSfrom
1958 to 1966 Left the AF br a career with
American Airines and retirech 1994.

BOEPPLE, Wayne T., 72, Bellevue, NE 31
January 2009; wifeAnn. A tanker navigator at
Plattsburg AFB, NY, and later at Beale AFB, CA,
where he supported RC35 and SR/1 operations.
He served at SAEGIQ at Offutt and retired in 1976.
He had a second career as an accounting auditor for
First Data in Omaha.

BROWN, Eldridge W., 88, Thomasville, GA,
1 March 2009; wife,Lula. A WWII vet who
entered the US Army Air Coras a private. He
earned his wings anflew B-17s as an instructor.
His time with the55" was in the 338 and later as
adjutant to the wing commander in the late 1950s.

CAMPBELL, Richard (Dick) A ., 85, Ft
Worth, TX, 1 August 2008; wifeEva. Dick was a
WWII vet who flew transport missions iMorth
Africa and in the Berlin Airlift. He lateserved in
the 55" as an RB47 pilot/AC duing the 1950s at
Forbes.



CARSON, Bruce M., 58, Lake Anna VA, 13
September 2008vife JoAnn. He was an RC EWO
at EielsonAFB, AK, and Offutt AFB, NE. He
survivedthe crash of th€obra Ball RC at Shemya
AFB, AK, in March 1981. He eventually beuna
immersed in Big &fari programat Greenville, TX,
andon the Air Staff at the Pentagon.

CITRO, Joseph A, Jr, 68, Bellevue, NE, 18
November 2008 Ret i r ed Géarvee ih
the 55" OMS at Offutt in the early 1980s. He also
was with OMSjds at Lockborne AFB, OH, and U
Tapao, RAF Thailand, and later was assigned to
SAC HQ at Offultt.

COOK, Oliver J. (Jim), Jr, Ft Walton Beach,
FL, 5 March 2008. Jim was an RE aircrew
commander in the 338 SRS at Forbes in the early
1960s. He later served in HQ SAC Command and
Control Division at Offutt.

DEAL, Mary Ann , Auburn, WA,14 SeLJtember
2008. She was the wife dfm, a former55" AMS
squadron commandanid-1970s, and then latéhe
Wing DCM at Offutt in the early 1980s.

GILGUT, Richard (Dick) C., 72, Ocean Park,
KennebunkportME, 6 October 2008wife, Dody.

An RG135 EWO with the 82SRS at Kadena AB
Okinawa, Dick also servedwith the 55" in the
Combat Senprogramat Offutt in the late 1960%0
mid-1970s. Hewas later assigned t8AC HQ in
DOOE, retiringin 1986.

GULLETT, William B. , 72, BellevugNE, 14
September 20Q8wife, Sondra. Bill was an RC
EWO with the 55" at Offutt, and later the chief of
theWing IntelligenceDivision in the early 1980s.

HAGIE, Douglas E., 87, San Antonio, TX 6
October 2008; wife,Phyllis. A WWII veteran
combat bomber pilot, Doutpter served with the
55" at Forbes AFBas an RB47 pilot/AC, and
eventually becameommander of the 343SRS

HALL, Jerry, 58 Carrolton, TX,22 November
2008; wife, Sheila An RC pilot with the55" at
Offutt in the 1980s, Jerry then had a career with
Southwest Airlines.

HOLZBACH, Zita , 61, Vienna, VA, 27 June
2008. She was married Robert for 39 yearsBob
served \ith the 55" as an REL35 navigator in the
original cast at Offutt, 19680.

HOWARD, Ray L., 84, Concord AR, 3
November 2008; wifel.iz. A WWII navy veteran,
Ray later earned an ROTC commission in 1948.

He served in th&5" as an RB47 EWat Forbesn
the 1960s; andhen went to Eielson AFB, AK, in
the original RC program, before going to Offutt
whereretiredin 1967.

JOLLY, Edith , 73, Alma, AR 22 August 2008.
She was the wife obon, a long time55" pilot at
Forbes and Offutt during the 1960s. Heswihe
3439 ops officer in 196970, and later canmanded

i that eq@adrendle also served as tmemmander at

Shemya AFB, AK.

JOHNSON, JesseE., 58, Plattsmouth, NE, 11
November 2008; wifePam. A pilot in EG135s and
E4s with the 2ACCS and 1ACCS at Offutt time
1980s, Jesse retired from the AF in 1990 and joined
United Airlines. He continued his career there until
health problems slowed him in 2007.

KANE, William T., 76, Cheyenne, WY 23
September 2008yife, Virginia (Ginny) . Bill was
an RB47 EWOin the 38 SRSat Forbes in the
1950s and flew covert overflightafter active duty
he remained in the AF Reserve from 190 He
then earnedhis PhDand worked as ghysicist br
Corning Glass in New York before retiring to
Cheyenne in 1993.

LOLLI, James J., 91, Topeka, KS; 19 January
2009; wife,Mary Patch. Chief Lolli was a veteran
of WWII, Korea and Viethnam. He served as an-RB
47 line chief with the55" at Forbesand retired in
1968. He worked another 15 years for the DoD as a
Quality Control Inspector at Foes. A long time
Association member, he and Mary were regular
reunion attendees.

MAXON, GARY L., 65, Pittsburg, MO, 19
January 2009; wifeCarol. He was chief of Quality
Control for the55" SRW. He later commanded
OMS at Offutt in the early 1980s. Garyen flew
RC-135s until he retired in 1988, when he went
with TWA and later, American Airlines before
retiring again in 2003.

NEVILL, Rex F., 88,Ft Walton Beach, FL, 23
October 2008 wife of 64 years,Ruth Ellen. An
RB-50 pilot, Rex served in the Wing ataRey
AFB, PR,and Forbes in the 1950s.

POULIN, Roger G., 61, Papillion, NE12 July
2008; wife,Dolores He served with the 343SRS
as a Comba$ent EWO in R€l35sat Offutt during
1980s.



PREWITT, Harold E., 76, Colville, WA 4
July 2008; wife Laura. Hd flew with the 38" SRS
from 19551962 in RB47s at Forbes.

SHEPARD, Robert (Bert) E., 87, Highland,
CA, 16 June 2008. Bert
was a P38 pilot with the F8§
55" Fighter Group in [P ;
WWII. He was sbtdown [ o |y Q¢
in Germany lost part if = r : :
his right leg, and was a_ . L\ '\
POW. After the war he /
became an advocat .
activist and adisor for
disabled veterans. | o

A gifted athlete, he
pitched in onegame for the WashingtdBenatorsn
1945 He became an avid golfer and won the
National Amputee Championship in 1968 and 1971.
ESPN has featerd hi s st o€rlegged s
p i t cHisobituary was in the Wshington Post,
LA Times and NY Times, among others

WAYNE, John W. (Bill), Ill , 83, Ft. Walton
Beach, FL. 28 August 2008 wife of 63 yearsAda
May. Bill servel in the 55" at Forbes, aftough his
assignments were many and varied.

ZUPAN, Don J., 85, Shakopee, MN24 June
2008; wife,Barbara. A WWII ball turret gunner in
B-17s, was also shot down and was a PGM/was
with the 55" A & E Squadronat Forbesn the late
1950s and early 1960s&1e later served as a-®

gunner before retiring after 27 years in 1968.
* * * * %

Maynard E. White, died in Elkhart, IN, on 28
April 2007 at the age of 89. He was the commander
of the 46th Reconnaissance Sqd at Ladd Field, AK,
when it formed inthe summer of 1946. Thitp
secret unit was the first Cold War operational
squadronand was under the direct control of HQ
SAC (which was then still under the US Army Air
Corps!).

General Curtis Lemay hand picked White to
stat up and lead this group.h&ir clandestineRB-

29 missionsagainst the Soviet Unionvere the
forerunner of what became strategiconnaissance.

The crews, maintenance and support personnel
had to scrounge for nearly everything they needed
in the wayof supplies and materials, andtually
supported themselves in every way in those early
days. Men and equipment had to overcome severe

winter conditions and myriad challenges to establish
the squadron and perform their missions. Flying
conditions were also daunting and the navigators
pioneeredyrid navigation in the polar regions where
the magnetic pole migrated andnagnetic
compasses were unreliable.

May n ar dKers labsrednto get his dad and
the secretive 46 (later the 7% SRS appropriate
recognition for their dedicated servickle wrote
and seHpublished a bookWworld in Peril,in 1994
about the formation and mission of the"4@"
and the personal stori e:
experiences. It is recommended reading for strat
recon veterans and any other aviation historffs.

Colonel (Ret) White and several of his former
squadron mates attended the 50 year Strategic
Reconnaissance Reunion in Omaha in September
1996. Then55" Wing commander, BGeMichael
Kudiaez, piesemted the long overdue Air Force
Outstanding Unit Avard to White and his group. It
was quite an emotional event.

The aforementioned book may be purchased by
contacting Ken White at KW White and Associates,
PO Box 1446, Elkhart, IN, 46515.

Basic article contributed bjRobb Hoover55"
SRW Assciation Historian. Editedand additional

material by Max Moore.
* * % * %

TAPS notification of Association members,
spousesfriends and asgiates taking the Big PCS
should be sent to Jim Thomas and Max Mo@Gee
DIRECTORY, paga for contact info).

Please mclude next of kin and an address and
to whom the Associationcondolence card may be
sent; dat of demise, age, location, crew
position/aircraft, and/or  duty  specialty,
organization and bases andapproximate years
with 55" and any other pertinent information
you wish torelate.

The news in TAPS igimited by how much and
how accurate the given information.

* % % * %

YOUR 55" SRW ASSN
WEB SITE

WWW.55Ssrwa.org
The web site continues to evolve in the capable
hands of webmeistelim Maloney. The home page
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is an integral and vital part of thessociatiod s | i ne MEMORY LANE FEATURE

of communications aneformation. The Association web page Memory Lane

. Among _other thllng,s our feature continues to grow, with factual, Afoction
internet presencprovides two stories or65SRW or 55th Wing individuals, crews
primary functions:First, is to or events. Browse iand you may be surped at
keep vieversup to date. t what you view.You may even be inspireto
prowdeg members a forum contribute dirst personstory yourself.

to keepin touch, _Iearn ab_ou_t You are invited, encouraged, urged, and
currentand ongoingissociation , welcomed to submit your inputs. If you need some
activities, and reference previous projeetsdor help in getting started, feel free to contact Sam

events. _ _ . o Pizzo at 988457445, or email him at
A second increasingly important function in this sampizzo@webtv.net

rapidly evolving cybesageis that our internelink This is your chance to let theAssociation

to the wald provides formeb5" warriorsa means membership l ear n o f y 0L
to comeback to”;[he 'fcd. It is ever more common storieso, and ®akenadvargagel \
for past SRW/557 Wing membes, or friends and of this opportunity to share and preserve history.
families, to find our web site after an internet

search and reconnect with friends and comrades * * * * *

from their days witlthe Wing.
For instance, during 2008, the web site was SAC AIRBORNE COMMAN D

visited 94,725 times, a monthly averagf&’894 and POST BENCH DEDICATED

258 a day. The average ranged from 138 &itlay _ _

in December to93 aday in Apl. That 6s a A gemorglfbench honoring the members of

keyboard and mouse time, troops. Strategic Air Command who operated, manned,
You are urged t@heck it outoften for timely maintained and supported the Post Attack

news, activities and information exchanges. Command Control System (PACCS) was dedicated

Everything you want to know about thesociation on 16 October 2008 at the Memorial Gardens of the

is there: i Cor p consdtuiion, i n dNatignalMiseurn pfethe Air Force near Dayton,

bylaws memos for record, officers and bios; amd  OH. (Site #14NE)
membership form.

Updated info on upcoming reunions,the
Birthday Ball, and other events are coverptls
important bulletins on any projects in progress.

AMai |l MROloantohi ng Sal esa, AMemory Laneo,
picture gallery,and links to other associated and
interesting sites are included.

There is also an archive ofpast newsletters
for review and research.As examples: the October
2005 issue has an article on thestory of the
Associatior; the August 2002, April 2003and
February 2004 issues have all one would want to
know about thé&5" SRWA 6 Gold War Memoria|
and the January 2001 issue hasitem on th&Ving
Hall of Fame evolution

Jim is always looking for new and fresh
ideas. Inputs from members are encouraged and
welcome. Jim also contributed significantly to
this article.

The majority of the missions were flown on £EC
135s out of Offutt AFB, NE, with 24 hour coverage,
every day © the year, during the Cold War
beginning in February 196IT.hey were under the
55" SRW from Jul y1966 until
termination in September 1998. Supplemental
sorties were also flown from Barksdale AFB, LA,
and Ellsworth AFB, SD, as required.

*x * % * %
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