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TheA s s o c i 26th gabherings dubbetilThe
National Trees ur e s R was canwemed at the
Hilton Crystal City in Arlington, VA, during a week
chock full of activities, camaraderie, and enjoying
the sights and aura of

About 230 members, family and friends of the
Association enjoyed the ahosphere, tours,
hospitality room, dinner cruise and grand banque
during another memorable occasion

Vice President and Reunion Chair Ricky
McMahon and his merry band of committee
volunteers did yeoman work for months to bring it
off. They did a fantastijob in a challenging set of
circumstances. WifeCary and daughterCaitlin
Keyser, Bo and Ann Marlin, Ed and Monica
Topps were major players in the planning and
execution of the entire event.

N |

The Marlins and McMahon set up the ‘
registration/welcome cente

Others who aided in the cause wed&nny
Hampton, Mike Cook, Marcy Atwood, Laura
Dugie, Bill McKechnie, Rick Rankin, Don Olds,
Jim Thomas, and Ken Cobleigh. Two dedicated
docents at the Udvdtazy Air and Space Museym
Bill Stranberg and Buzz Carpenter, provided a
wealth ofinformation on the myriaéxhibits there.
Joel Lukenhouse Joe SiniscalchiandJeff Turner
were othercontributorsKudos to all hands!
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monuments than there was time to visit. But getting
to the Air Force and World War Il Memorials was
worth the trip.Walking tours of theCapital Mall,

the Pentaggnand Arington National Cemetery
were among the numerous atfions.

Some of the tour group on thiewseunobservation
balcony with aCapital view.
L to R: Laura Dugie, Betty McCall, Carol Moor8usan
Mitchell, Roland SaenBert and Rosalina Alvarez.

The Potomac River dinner cruise was excellent
with the lit-up evening vista of DC, and meals
worthy of a fourstar restaurant.

The Friday myht banquet@ ul d n 6t ha
any better. It was supported superbly by US



Military District of DC Air Force Color Guard and Greetings from the Heartland:

Brass Quintet. Things havdinally calmed down a biafter the
The Saturday membership meeting went busiest of times with a majority of odrssociation
smoothly and was highlighted by theefection of activities coming together inside of two months:

the Association Board of Diectors, and a Tales of the 5@, the Birthday Ball, and our
presentation of thB5" Wi n gnéssions by the Ops National Treasures ReunionThese activities are

Group CommandeColonel Phil Smith. covered in greater detalsewhere in this issue, but
(Seethe meetingninutes later in this issues let me touch lightly on the reunion.
well as a complete list of attendees. It was another class act by tf&". Not the
This reunion welcomed several sons, daughters biggest of reunions, but great time was had by
and grandchild¥n of Association members tathe those whocould make it. It was a few days,
various events. especially banquet night, for all generationstiue
One observation about this conclawas the 55" to be together.Another grands5th reunion is
readily apparent generationdhyers among the in the history books. We are already on the road to
troops. t has always been there, buith the having our next one at Reno, NV, around
passing of timeit seemed rmre pronounced nowas September 2009. We will endeavor to make it
the variouserasof the 55" are now spread ovex another grand one.
span of nearly sixty years yet all were well A milestone- an increase in dues was passd
represented. by the Board and briefed at the membership
From the WWII veterans, who became the first meeting. This measure became necessary after
55" Cold Warriors in RB50s;to the RB47 Forbes about fifteen years with no increases. Depletion of
era clan; then the RB to RC transitional years; and reserves, inflation, etcthe usual suspects, made
the RCG135 bred creedogs from the 197080 the this action necessary.
present who have enterethe retired ranksplus a Activities by the Association to fulfill our
cadre of thosestill on active duty, this was a purposes have remainédsically the same for the
kaleidoscope of historgnd camaraderie past five years with modest increases in evemt'i
Although the turnout was lower than recent costs. We are looking haréb economizeour
years for a variety of reasongd| m all, the people greatest area of expenses: printing and publishing
as much as anything, made for whatytralas one our newsletter and the membership directory.
more memorable assemblagadso aptly labeled: The As s 0 ¢ | amembenshipstotal numbers
AThe NationalTreasurs Reuni on. 0O remain high; however, the numbers of those
* * % % * remaining to pay dues, and past payment time, are

also large.Mike Cook, our new treasurer, has
DENT® S CORN pEequnted herein more datiaboratingon this topi¢
— redesignech payment fornmo help remind us, and
. to facilitate payments.

The new dues structure doe®ot become
effective until 2009. That is the only fair way to
change over. The increase is very fair when
compared to many other organizations that we all
belong to. If you areuwk in 2008, as | am, you could
choose to start e 20rnbwy € a

PRES |

That i s whadcduwsre diotidhg éa
My best to all for a safe and fun filled summer.
Yoal l be careful out t|

Videmus Omnia, Jim
.i‘j b *x * *x * *

S J /! L "
Our peerless leader.



ASSOCIATION BUSINESS &
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY

Business/Policy/Reunion Suggestions:
President Jim Thomas

4418 Anchor Mill

Bellevue, NE 68123168

E-mail: JThomas927 @aol.com
Vice President Ricky McMahon

14325 Orlado Road

Nokesville, VA 20181

E-mail: Rick_CaryMc@comcast.net
Membership/Dues/Changes of Address:

Treasurer Michael Cook

3204 Rahn Blvd

Bellevue, NE 68123

E-mail: Michael.Cook@cox.net
Newsletter Editor:

Secretary Max Moore

201 Basswood Court

Bellevue, NE 68002001

E-mail: MaxMoore55@aol.com
Association Historian:

Robb Hoover

13412 Tregaron Circle

Bellevue, NE 68123

E-mail: RobbHoover@aol.com
Assciation Web Page Comments/Ideas

Jim Maloney

7908 Kona Circle

Papillion, NE 68046619

E-mail: im@maloney.com

or webguy@
Other Members of the Board of Directors:

Permanent Members: Sam Pizo, Sparky
Adams Charlie Waters, Bill Ernst, and Errol
Hoberman (Hoover, Maloney Moore). Elected
Members. (Thomas, McMahgn CooR Don
Griffin, Joe Gyulavics, Fox Censud, George
Ross,Kevin Todd, Dennis Haun,Pete Glenboski,
Larry Utley. Active Duty LtCol Bill Jensen,
commander, 343RS and LtCol Mike Kelly,
commander, 38RS

* % * % %

Donwpotryalout avoi di ng
grow older, it will avoid you.
Winston Churchill

t empt.

55'" SRW ASSOCIATION

MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES
SATURDAY 17 MAY 2008
CRYSTAL CITY HILT ON, VA (WASHINGTON, DC)

President Jim Thomas called the meeting to
order at 0904. He noted that a quorum was present.

He called for Secretary Max Moore to the read
the minutes from the membership meeting at the
Omaha reunion in September 2008ill Simon
moved to dispense with that reading. Motion was
seconded by many and passed. Moore noted for the
record that the minutes had been published in the
November 2006Videmus Omnianewsletter and
wereavailable on thé\ssociationweb site.

Bill Ernst moved the mmutes be approved as
published. Seconded. Motion passed.

The president recognized outgoifgeasurer
Errol Hoberman who gave the financial report. The
checking account had $5544.35 with no CDs and no
saving accounts. Mike Cook moved the report be
acceptd. Seconded. Motion passed.

The president gave a Power Point overview of
what the Association does and accomplishes on a
regular basis: reunions, newsletters, Hall of Fame
selection, Tales of the 5% event, 55" Wing
Birthday Ball support, Award for Extlence, Offutt
Cemetery flag pole project, sales, donations, and
other worthy causes.

He noted that over the course of the past ten
years, the financial costs for an increased number of
projects, plus inflation, has resulted in expenses
exceeding incomingunds and thus, a dwindling
treasury balance.

He announced that the Board of Directors
had authorized a dues increase for the first time
in over 15 years. They will rise to $20 per year
and $55 for three years beginning in January
2009.

President
Thomas then
introduced Colonel m
Phil Smith, the55" N
Wing  Operations
Group Commander.
He gave and

n

ext%n?ivg & asnd
informative brigfing 1
on the currenactive B 2
duty
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organization and worldwide operations. He also obligation was fulfiled He discussed the
answered member s6 quest i tramgportation problems and how that was handled.

Colonel Smithexpresed his appreciation for He was relatively confident the reunion had paid for
being invited to the reunion, and then delivered his
sincere recognition for the service and continued
support theAssociation provides the55" Wing at
Offutt. He professed how it was privilege to serve in
the Wing these past twgears and that he would be
handing over the Ops Group @olonel Jeff Herd
on 5 June. Pres Thomas thanked the colonel for his
time and presentation.

Thomas called upon Moorgo give the
nomination committee report. Moore noted that
there were three categes of members on the
Board of Directors: permanent members who had |
opted for that status after being elected four or more
times; elected members of which the limits are no
less than seven, but no more than eleven; and the
two active duty representativeBhe current Board
has a total of 21 members.

He listed the eleven current BoD all nominated
for re-election as: Thomas, Ricky McMahon, Don
Griffin, Michael Cook, Joe Gyulavics, Dennis
Haun, George Ross, Fox Censullo, Kevin Todd,

[~ VN } . . N <
itself pending thdinal issueshbillings and reorts

President Thomas recognized the superior
efforts of McMahon and his team for the
tremendous slate of events, the organization and
overall success of the gathering. The membership
acknowledged same with a standing ovation.

There being no further busss, the meeting
was adjourned at 1045.

Pete Glenboski, and Lartytley. LtCol Mike Kelly Respectfully submitted,
and LtCol Bill Jensen would remain on the BoD as Max R. MooreSecretary
active duty representatives. * * % * %

The floor was opened for nominations. There
being none,Bill Lewis the Younger moved the MEMBERSHIP REPORT
nominations be closed. Seconded and passed. . o

Ernst moved thathe slate of nominees for the As of April 2008 the Association had 932
Board be elected by acclamation. Seconded and Mmembers in good standingf which about160 are
passed. widows That isa decreasef 148 since 7 January

Thomas noted that the next reunion would be 2008 but new memberships and renewals are
slated for the fall of 2009 and opened the floor for €oming in regularly. Another 38 55" Wing units
discussion on where to hold same. San Antonio, Plus other associated organizationseceive the
Dallas and Reno were suggest There were no newsletter for public relations purposes.
volunteer chairs for San Antonio or Dallas, &wh The Associaton still claims members in alb0
Gurney had said he would lead one in Reno. states plus Guam, Puerto Ricoand APOs in
Thomas called for a show of hands for each location Europeand the Pacific.
and Reno was favored. The number ofctive duty memberscontinues

Reunion Chairman McMahofback to camera) 0 increase, largely due to théssoci at|i
reported that the reuniattendance for the banquet ~ €Xposure to théVing at events such as thiales
was 230and total registrégn was about 240. He and Birthday Ballin addition tothe solid support of
also gavean owrall assessment of the reunion the Wing senior staffat Offutt and ascurrent

saying he waextremely pleased with the working members continue to recruit in other areas of the
relationship with the Hilton sff at all levels. Basd country.
upon conversations with thieotel sales manager, * * * % %

Ricky was confident the cortracted rooms



TREASUREROS REP OWIITbe honored.The new dues rates will

The Association as of 17 May2008,
hada checking account balance $5544.3

Please pay your dues promptly
early and frequently. J

* * % * *

$

Occasionally, members include modest
amounts of money over and above that required
for dues to add to the treasury, and every dollar is
much appreciated. (Hint, hint, heavy hint.)

Now more than ever, we ee the funds

* *x x *x %

The most asked question of the membership
chairmanis,iWhat i s the
dues? dtis indicated on your address labelor in
the e-version introduction.

2007 on your address labelmeans yourdues
expired on 31 December 2007Any other year
indicates when your dueswill expire, or have
already expired. If you are delinquent, please
renew soonest

*

Anyone whose membership expired in
2006 was taken off the membén-good
standing roll. To be rastated, please remit
$30 to beomecurrent through 31 December
2008. There are 63 persons whose dues
lapsed on 31 December 2006.

For thosewhose membership expired in
2007, you will be taken off the membdan-
good ganding roll on 31 December this
year, unless you renew nowlhere are 156
members out there whose dues expired then.
$20 will get you current through the end of
2008.

If your dues expire at then end of 2008,
please remit $10 as soon as practical so as
not to fall behind. There are 115 membiers
that category

*

Effective 1 January @09, membership
dues will be $20 per year or $55 for three
years. All_advance yearsexpiration dags

* * % %

* * % *

commence upon a membership expiration
date.The calendayear is the dues year.

So it is to your advantage to pay your
dues before the end of this year!!!

Dues are payablenytime duringan
expiration yearso, pleaserenewnow.

Show usthe money!!!!

Dues becomeélelinquent on 31 March of
the year following tk expiration year. After
1 April of that year delinquent members
will be notified that their membership has
expired and thewill no longer receive the

expi r AsspaatongewsletterBig thrgat there.)

This provides a 15 month windotw pay
your dues.Of course we prefer sooner
rather than later.

Once déinquent, a member must pay all

back dues to be reinstated
* * * * *

Please remit duesto 55SRW Associationas
soon as practical.

Do you sense a recurring theme here?

Mail to 55" SRW Association

ATTN: MichaelJ. Cook,

PO Box 13165, Offutt AFB, NE 68113.

For whatever reasotif, you do not know your
expiration dateto inquire sameplease amail to
MichaelCook@cox.netor drop him a note at the
alove address to get an update on your dues status.

For those who receive this newsletter via regular
post, an Association pre-addressed envelope is
enclosed for your convenience.

New members receive théssociatiod s -d u a
shield lapel pin and thes5"SRW Cold War
Memorial coinfrom 2003when they join.

Members desiring replacement or additional
pins can get thenrdm Cookfor $5.00 prepaidif
you want more thawone pin, the cost is just $3.00
for each additional pin if mailed at the same time;
i.e. one pn, $5 two pins, $8three pins $1letc.).

Thomasand Moore have pins and coins, as well,
so members in the Omaha area can get the pins
from them for $3.00 without the postage. Extra
memorialcoins are $5.00 each.


mailto:Michael.Cook@cox.net

* ok ok k% the 25" Intel Sqd, a55" unit at Hurlburt AFB, FL,
toldpfthe experience of onfo hi s unst o
in a downed MH53 helicopter in Afghanistan.

The Tales was again sponsored by the
Association the Strategic Roost of the Association
of Old Crows, and th LeMay Chapter of the Order
of DaedaliansThe 53" Ops Group contributed to
the refreshments, as well.

(A two pagephoto montage of the event can be

ET NEWSLETTER found later in this issue)
* * * * %

| f you d o n éntails freanc ¢he v e
Association it likely is because your-address is
not listed or outdated To get on thenembers only
e-mail roster, or correct/updatany changes in
recent monthssendyour current email address to
Cook. See contact info above.

* x *x *x %

Association members in good standing who so

ranemisdonTo get on themembers onemal 55" WING 2008
roster, send current email to Cook. Or go to: HQIRTHQA__‘WY” BALL,,_,,
www.55srwa.org for full instructions on how to © Rt . b N

read and/or download thenewsletter.
* * * * *

TALES OF THE FIFTY-FIFTH
2008
Thi s vy aoa(thé sightd af the Taleswas

held on Friday, 4 April, int he Of futt
Leadership SchoolCMSAF James M. McCoy

Building. Pres Jim Thomas ‘Eirents teeck for $1000 to 5
President Thomasshairmanand emceef the Wing Vice CmdiCol Robert Manesd.ooking on is 2Lt
event opened the festivities before a standing room Leorardo Cruz, 2008 Ball chairman.

crowd of over 200 He introduced Cold War

veterandkobb Hoove andHarry Tull , who joined Saurday 5 April 2008at the Qwest Center Omaha

. th .
Er?e{]h;érgh‘i?eerzot:izﬁse"\t/g'?)ge ci:nomrena?gergr?‘ The event washosted by BGenlames Jones, the
9 9 prog Wln%}::ommander and his V\gféieidi.

Ursf:\hfle: vevars theB (fBirzt nspe;ke(:)ars] eassarrsgegtee | CDO e "theme' Vial" hﬁ 0 rDi ng Ft h e
representing the WWiIkra by relding an episode ominating the ay. org
fromthe55"Fi g ht e r adv@emtures.p 6 s

King Hawes followed with his personal
detailed storyon the loss of REL35 Rivet Amber
from Shemya AFB, AK, in 1969.

Thomas then recounted how the 55"
Association commissioned and dedicated tBg8"
SRW Cold War Monument at the Memorial
Gardens of the USAF Museum near DaytOt, in
September 2003.

Next up, Tony Belford, a former 38 RS
aircraft commandergave his account of his RC

The 30th annual55" Wing gala was held

crewds determined effort of
downed F16 pilot in Serbiaduring Operation The planning committeded byLt Leo Cruz of
Allied Force.Colonel Jim Harvey, commander of the 59" Contracting Sqd, did a superb job in

6
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organizing and executing thietailsf or t he
largest formal sociadventof the year.

The featured speakewas legendary Nebraska
football coachDr. Tom Osborne, current Athletic
Director at UNL. The program includedthe
presentation of th&5" SRW Association Award
for Excellence and the55" Wing Hall of Fame
inductea recognition.

The Ball, which was established by our own
Regis Urshler when he was the55" SRW
commander, was first held in January 19M8.was
recognizezdas an fAhonored
function.( A T h e of the

year

() 24l - wllll
The firstBirthday Ball cake cutting, January 1979.
L to R: Past wing commanders Col Jokurch,
thenMajGenGeorge Miller; retired CINCSAC General
Rusell Dougherty guest speakeandwing commander
Col Regis Urschler.

Cake cutting ceremony April 280
Current wing commander, BGen Jim Jones, AmnBasic
Colleen Welch, Don Gifford, 8Fighter Gp, BGen(Ret)
Urschler (same position in photo, hair different color)

Dave Webber sports personality for WOWT in
Omaha was again the emcee. An AF veteran, he
wasonce assigned to the SAC Elite Guard.

Wi nirg adslition to Reggie, other former wing

commanders in attendance wél&en (Ret) Greg
Power, BGen (Ret) Larry Mitchell and his wife,
Susan; Col (Ret) Steve t®vens and wife,
Suzanne; Col(Ret) Bill Manire andwife, B.J.;
Col (Ret) Dan Petersorandwife, Katie.

Among the record cred of 828 attending were
over 13 Association members and guests.
Included were the usual suspects from the local
area, plus several out of towners includiBgb and
Carole Barsaloux, Jim and Roberta Riley, Pete

g u e and oTrewat Pottehh i Golongl eKinr Gusd Joe
R e @igiscalobi) doosé& and Cynthia Lane, Fox

Censullo, Al and Sandy Feldkamp, Hank and
Sandra Dubuy, JimandMarion Taylor, Paul and
Susan Yeonan, Mace MacElhaney and Gladys
Joyet, Tim and Deb Spa¢h, John and Ann
Trumble; Larry and Arlene Cobb; Colonel Bill
McKechnie, andMike McFarland.

The fGreatest Generation WWII veterans
attending includedHarold Hall, Don Gifford and
Neil Webster.

The Association is represented on the Ball
committee by Erng and Moore and makes an
annual donation of $1000 to help defray the ticket

price for lower ranking enlisted personnel.
* * % % *

Calendar notation: The 2009Birthday Ball
will be held, Saturday, 28 Marchat the Qwest
CenterOmaha.Major John Francolini of the 55"
Maintenance Group has been on the job as
committee chair since right after the last Badin 5
April. He really hit theground at full speed.

* * % * %

55" WING HALL OF FAME
INDUCTIONS 2008

LtCol (Retired) Jeffery Needhamand CMSgt
(Retired) Lawrence A. Cobb were the 2008
inductees into the55" Wing Hall of Fame.
Ceremonies were held at Wing HQ on Friddy
April, and presentations were made at the annual
55th WingBirthday Ball the next evening.

The 55" SRW Association admhisters the

selection process.

* * * % %



LtCol Needham served in the55"Strategic
Reconnaissance Wingand 55"Wing for over
sixteen years. Professional airmanship, ontitey
achievements, and superidgeadership were his
hallmarlks from copilotto squadron commander.

BGen Jones, $5CC, and Jeff Needham
While deployed to Athens, Greede, 1987 he

partof the advance team that established 3586 s
presence at Offutt AFB, NE, preparing for the
Wingds move from Forbes.

Chief Cobb receives his plaque from BGen Jones

He later transferred to the Inflight Maintenance
Technician shop and began a flyingreer in the
RC-135C aircraft. From1967 to 1971, he flew

was injured when a terrorist bomb exploded next to numerousoperational missions, and his airmanship

the crew bus. Lt Needham was awarded the Purple and

Heart for wounds received. As a crew comnemd
Capt Needham led his crew to win the Beks5
Crew Trophy in the 1989 Strategic Air Command,
Bombing and Navigating Competition.

After a recon staff tour in Greece) 1993 he
returned to the55" to serveas Chief RC135
Stan/Eval Pilot, andhen Chief, Wing Recon Ops
Division. After a tour at the Pentagon, he retd
for his third tour in the Wig. As Operations Officer
of the 38 Recon Sqg, he led from the front

commanding a crew on numerous deployments.

Then as Operations Officer of the 338Combat
Training Squadron, Lt Col Needham was in on the
lead in standing up a formal training unit.

In 2003 he took command ofhe 343rd Recon
Squadron, and led his squadron to mdmmynors,
awards and firsts. Asoenmander of the 763
Expeditionary Recon Sqdeon, he flew numerous
missions during IRAQI FREEDOM and
ENDURING FREEDOM.

LtCo | Needhamos

service to thes5" are exemplary, and he is most
deserving of induction.
*x * * * *
Chief Cobb began his careewith the 55th in
1962 at Forbes AFB, KS, assigned to thé"55
Aircraft MaintenanceSqgd. In August 1966, heas

dedication were rewarded with the
Distinguished Flying Cross and nine Air Medals.

Assigned to the depot at Greenville, TX, Chief
Cobb organizedhe team to equip, modernize, and
standardize the R@35 aircraft to the new Rivet
Joint configuration.

Upon his retirement from active service in 1983,
Chief Cobb became a Project Engineer for the RC
135 depot maintenance and flight test unit at
Greenille. He was responsible for delivering a
ready weapon system, improving that system, and
maintaining its war fighting capability.

For over forty vyears his outstanding
management angduperiorsupport has had a major
impact in developing and maintainingp € Wi n g
mission capabilities, ande continues to contribute
to the presentHe is anotheworthy inductee.

* * * * *
THE 55" SRW ASSOCIATION

devoti o nAWARD ROR EXCRLLENCE

extraordinary leadership during his many years of

The 55" SRW Association Award for
Excellenceis presentedannuallyat the 55" Wing
Birthday Ball to tha individual who best
exemplifies the basic tenants of th&" SRW
Association



